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Dare-devilry by the Army motorcycle team marked the final countdown to
India’s first Military Literature Festival in Chandigarh.

Photo: Umesh Luthra
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Delhi Chief  Minister Arvind Kejriwal created quite a ruckus blaming Punjab

and Haryana for the smog that descended on the National Capital Region in

the first fortnight of November. Little did he realize that the hazardous situ-

ation had been created because of his own doing in allowing smoke-polluting trucks into

the national Capital in exchange for a tidy sum of money.  

Punjab Chief Minister Capt Amarinder Singh snubbed him by asking him not to air his

views without understanding the situation. The message was loud and clear: Do your

homework before taking up any issue. 

According to the System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting and Research

(SAFAR) the biggest culprit for the smog was a dust-storm that swept across West Asia

in the first week of November. The central agency based in Pune claimed that 40 per cent

of the smog was the creation of that dust-storm. Local toxic emissions from industries and

trucks added 35 per cent to the pollution level. These figures eclipse the role of emissions

from stubble burning which work out to a minimal 25 per cent.

Because of the air-lock in the region particles from the dust-storm hung over the region

for quite some time.

It has become the habit of all and sundry to treat Punjab as a punching bag despite it

being the food bowl of the country

There has been a drastic fall in stubble burning cases with the Punjab Pollution Con-

trol Board chief giving a figure of 40 per cent.

The ground report from Bathinda is very encouraging. In a pilot project undertaken by

the state government, the district administration shed its frills and joined hands with farm-

ers and NGOs and saved 29,000 hectares of paddy stubble from going up in flames. Pits

were filled with the paddy residue which will convert into compost in the next six months.

The people’s Chief Minisiter is determined to end the menace. He has signed a Mem-

orandum of Understanding with a Chennai-based firm which besides creating bio-energy

from the paddy residue will also create job opportunities for 30,000 youth in unskilled

and semi-skilled categories.

Editorial
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Bio-energy from paddy residue
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Dousing the
flames

n his fight against stub-
ble burning, the Chief

Minister, Capt Amarinder Singh,
is going all out to end the men-
ace. Virtually taking the bull by
the horns he has signed an MoU

with a Chennai-based company
to set up 400 processing plants
for converting paddy straw into
bio energy in the state. 
This comes as a fillip to the

state’s success in reducing the

number of stubble burning
cases. According to the Punjab
Pollution Control Board Chair-
man there has been a 40 per cent
fall in stubble burning cases. Be-
sides the farmers are going in for

I BUREAU REPORT
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converting paddy straw into compost
with Bathinda showing the way in a pilot
project. 
The Chief Minister said the state gen-

erates a total of 20 million tonnes of
paddy straw in a season, of which 19 mil-
lion tonnes would be used by the Chennai
company ‘NEWAY’ at these units, thus
curbing the environmental hazard trig-
gered by stubble burning.
The MoU was signed on behalf of the

Punjab government by R.K. Verma, CEO,
Punjab Bureau of Investment Promotion,
and K. Iyyapan, MD of NEWAY. Under
the MoU, the plants will be set up by
NEWAY Engineers MSW Private Lim-
ited with a total investment of Rs 10000
crore over the next 10 months.
The State Government will facilitate

and support the project to ensure its suc-
cessful operation within the next 10
months. The project will also provide di-
rect employment to about 30,000 youth
in the unskilled and semi-skilled cate-
gories.
The company will use its break-

through and patented pollution-free Zero
Residue Technology to ensure that there
is no residue left behind at the end of the
process, thus preventing any land filling. 
The technology will provide sustain-

able solution to the environmental prob-
lems caused by burning of paddy residue
in the State, according to an official
spokesperson. It may be noted that the
company is already running a plant for
converting municipal solid waste into bio
energy using this technology.
Under the agreement, the company

will set up 400 cluster units for the 20
million tonnes of paddy straw expected
to be generated in the state in a season.
Each unit will have the capacity to
process 50,000 tonnes through the year,

Bathinda has emerged as a role model in paddy
straw management.  Run as a pilot project the

district administration shed its frills and joined hands
with farmers and NGOs using paddy straw for com-
posting. The administrative drill showed the way to
commercialise  waste paddy by turning it into valuable
fertilizers. Under Phase I of the pilot project paddy straw
from 29,000 hectares was collected
In October 2017, like previous years, while the entire

state was fearing  a thick blanket of smog  due to paddy
straw burning, Deputy Commissioner  Diprava Lakra
took the baler and was out in the fields managing paddy
straw. With  Additional Deputy Commissioner  Shena
Aggawal and the district sub divisional magistrates join-
ing in the drill,  Mr Lakra laid out an elaborate plan for
helping the farmer not to burn paddy stubble, but to
manage it.
The prime issue was to solve the farmers' ordeal of

burning paddy stubble. Though there are a number of
ways and farm equipments to manage paddy straw, but
farmers prefer to burn it, because none of the solutions
seem to be economic for small or marginal farmers. Tak-

Bathinda shows the way

Megha Mann

December - 2017

Straw baler in action on paddy field
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or 150-175 tonnes per
day per unit.
The Punjab govern-

ment will allocate 7
acres of land for each
cluster point, of which 4-
5 acres would be used
for storing 50000 tonnes
of paddy straw through
the year under the proj-
ect, which will a conces-
sion period of 33 years.
The state government
will also provide power
at subsidized tariff rate,
as well as other applica-
ble incentives, as per the
new industrial policy.
The highly saleable

carbon rich fuel pro-
duced by the conversion
of paddy straw will find
application in diverse in-
dustries, including ce-
ment, iron & steel,
sugarcane, paper, ther-
mal power plants and
methanol/ethanol pro-
duction.
According to the

spokesperson, while ap-
preciating the initiative,
the Chief Minister di-
rected the department to
ensure that the project is
implemented in a time
bound manner. The
spokesperson said that
this MoU is just one of
the ways in which the
Captain Amarinder led
government is trying to
eliminate stubble burn-
ing from the state. While
seeking central help to

ing cognizance of this bottleneck in implementing a complete ban on
paddy stubble burning, the district administration decided to provide
labour under MNRGEA as well as volunteers from various NGOs to the
farmers owning less than 5 acres of land for collecting paddy straw and
storing it in pre-designed pits for making compost. (Pits designed as per
the specifications of the agriculture department and Krishi Vigyan Kendra,
Bathinda).
Some enthusiastic farmers like Manpreet Singh of Maisar Khana vil-

lage managed rice stubble by converting it into compost through MN-
REGA on 3 acres of land on an experimental basis. Instead of hiring
labour, six members of the farmer’s family  worked for around 20 days.
According to a MNREGA officer, the farmer's family will benefit from the
monetary fund of around Rs17000 that is equivalent to what the farmer
would have earned from yield of wheat per acre and compost which will
be extracted after the wheat harvest. The farmer has successfully com-
pleted the germination of the wheat on the land. 
Not only was the message not to burn paddy stubble spread around ag-

gressively, it was put into practice too. The farmers, who had already been
practicing paddy straw management without burning it, were brought for-
ward as torch-bearers for the exercise. Farmers like Darshan Sidhu from
Rampura,  Gurtej Singh from Siriewala and many others not only had
their own experiences to share, but also encouraged fellow farmers.
The farmers were convinced, fields were earmarked and the army of

MNRGEA workers descended on these fields collecting every bit of
paddy straw and then filling it into the pits for making compost. 
The phase I of the project is nearing completion. Till November 22, 2017

around 29000 hectares of paddy stubble had been saved from going up in
flames. Pits were filled with paddy straw, which will convert into compost
in the next six months and will be available as manure after wheat harvest-
ing and can be used in fields. Manure generated from 20 quintals of paddy
straw (1 acre land) has 11 kg of Nitrogen (equivalent to 12 kg urea), has 4.6
kg of phosphorus (equivalent to 14 kg DAP), has 50 kg of Potash 2.4 kg of
Sulphur.  About 20-40 kg of micro nutrients like Zinc, Iron, Manganese,
Copper, Cobalt, Chloride, Boron, Soil organic carbon 800 kg, Approximate
market value of this manure is usually Rs 15-20 per kg.
It can either be taken out then at the cost of the farmer or panchayat ex-

penses, or it can be taken out after one year during the harvest of the next
paddy crop. It can then be clubbed with straw management and manure
generation activity. Various options are available for use of manure: If
done on individual land of a SC/ small or marginal farmer, then he can
own the manure and use it or sell it. If done on common land, manure can
be used by the Panchayats for MNREGA work, in nurseries, in plantation
or horticulture work or sell it to farmers. 

--The writer is Assistant Public Relations Officer, Bathinda.            

December - 2017
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compensate farmers for alterna-
tive methods of paddy straw
management, the chief minister
has directed all concerned de-
partments to explore alternative
ways of tackling the problem.
In the current paddy season

there has been quite a fall in the
number of stubble burning
cases. Going by the figures pro-
vided by the Punjab Pollution
Control Board Chairman P.S.
Pannu  stubble burning has gone
down by 40 per cent in the state.
Besides, quite a few farmers

have cut down on stubble burn-
ing by installing the Super-straw
management system (S-SMS)

on their combine harvesters to
get around the problem of stub-
ble. At least a start has been
made with Bathinda showing
the way as a pilot project. To
make it a success funds are re-
quired which should come from
the Centre as smog is a national
problem.
Dr J.S. Bains, Director, Agri-

culture Punjab, said the state had
sent a proposal of Rs 1,109 crore
to the Central Government, de-
manding that money be released
urgently to provide 40 per cent
subsidy to the farmers for ma-
chinery to manage stubble. But
what we got was peanuts (Rs

48.5 crore).
Despite the high costs the

Punjab farmer is mindful of the
accusations of pollution. They
have  found a way out “partial
burning”.
A farmer who owns a 27 acre

paddy farm in Qadian told a na-
tional daily: “I don’t burn the
entire stubble, just the loose
stubble. Major pollution is
caused by burning plant roots,
not the loose stubble. If the
farmers adopt this partial burn-
ing technique, there will be less
pollution.”
Why do farmers resort to

stubble burning ? A farm expert

December - 2017

Paddy straw being transported on a tractor trailer
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gives the answer to this  query:
The window between rice har-
vesting  and optimal wheat sow-
ing is barely 20 days. The
cheapest and fastest way to get
rid of paddy stubble is to burn it.
To address this problem the

Punjab Agricultural University
(PAU)  has been working on
paddy varieties that take lesser
time to mature, which in turn
could result in a bigger crop
turnaround window.
Farmers say they are even

ready to go back to manual har-
vesting,  where cutting is done
close to the ground and hence
leaves very little stubble. But the
cost of hiring enough labourers
to save time for early wheat
sowing is prohibitive.
“Since stubble burning issue

has become a national problem
the high cost of manual labour
or one time investment in mod-
ern gadgets must be compen-
sated by the Central
Government,”  said a farmer
who feels big time funds are
needed immediately to tide over
the pollution problem.
Manjeet Singh, head of the

Farm Machinery and Power En-
gineering Department of PAU,
insists on three tested options to
check stubble burning: Fit com-
bine harvesters with S-SMS and
then use the turbo happy seeder
or spatial drill to directly sow
wheat; Use a bailer to make
bales of stubble and use a chop-
per (an equipment which chops
stubble finely) to thresh the
loose stubble and then sow

wheat with Happy Seeder.”
He does not recommend

using rotavators of rotary drills.
“It leads to improper wheat sow-
ing,” he adds.

‘in-situ’  solution
The state government is

pushing for “in-situ” manage-
ment of paddy straw as an alter-
native to burning it.
“The best way to tackle the

huge quantity of straw generated
is to incorporate it back into the
soil (in situ). Not only it im-
proves the soil quality, but also
reduces the use of chemical fer-
tiliser. This will further help the
farmer save money,” says K.S.
Pannu, chairman of Punjab Pol-
lution Control Board.
The method involves a ‘waste

decomposer’, a solution con-
cocted with effective microor-
ganisms that propel in-situ
composting of the crop residue.
This is done by spraying the
preparation on the post-harvest
stalks of crop plants and leaving
it for a month.
Prepared by the National

Centre for Organic Farming,
Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare, the waste de-
composer comes in a small bot-
tle that is distributed to farmers
at a measly price of Rs 20.
According to Jagat Singh,

who is the assistant director of
the centre, many farmers in Pun-
jab have started implementing
“waste decomposer” in their
fields. “We get feedback from
the farmers which must be a mo-

tivation for other farmers too,”
he told a local daily.
Singh also mentioned that

even Kheti Virasat Mission of
Punjab, a non-profit organisa-
tion, which advocates organic
farming, has taken many bottles
from the centre.
According to the centre offi-

cials, the solution can decom-
pose over 10,000 metric tons of
biowaste in 30 days. The same
can also be used in foliar spray
and via drip irrigation. To en-
courage more farmers, the cen-
tre has also been circulating
videos on social media that
showcase positive responses of
farmers who have used the s olu-
tion.
Balwant Singh Bains, who is

the sarpanch of Chak Bilga vil-
lage of Nawanshahr, has been
one amongst the rising tide of
farmers who have used the
waste decomposer in their fields
and has also been encouraging
other farmers in the village to
implement the same in their
fields.
“The farmers have started re-

sponding and are using this to
decompose the stubble too. I do
not want to burn the paddy, and
that is why along with the farm-
ers, I have gathered all the stub-
ble and have sprayed the
solution on it,” he said
The state is trying to popu-

larise the “in-situ” management
of crop stubble, calling it the
“most economically viable op-
tion” to dispose of the paddy
leftover.

December - 2017
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This is how it works: a
farmer would require, at the
time of harvesting, two extra
labourers to do the job. This en-
tails an extra expenditure of Rs
700 an acre. Two tonnes of straw
generated in an acre, if incorpo-
rated into the soil, increase the

next crop’s yield by a quintal,
adding Rs 1,600 per acre to the
farmer’s income, said officials.
The amount of fertilizer re-
quired is also reduced, saving
another Rs 1,000 per acre for the
farmer, they said.
“We have conducted almost

2,500 awareness campaigns
until August. Also, 28 specially
designed publicity vans have
visited 4,200 villages and we
will continue to run them until
31 October. About 30,000
 pamphlets have been distributed
as well,” said Pannu. 

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal cre-
ated quite a ruckus blaming paddy burning in
Haryana and Punjab for the unbearable smog
conditions in the national capital region. But lit-
tle did he realize that a severe dust-storm that
swept across West Asia was the main culprit be-
hind the ubearable living conditions in the na-
tional capital.  
According to the Pune-based System of Air

Quality And Weather Forecasting And Research
(SAFAR) the contribution of the dust storm was
40 per cent, eclipsing the role of emissions from
stubble burning, which stood at only 25 per
cent. The remaining 35 per cent was pollution
produced locally in Delhi-NCR. 
SAFAR, which is an arm of the Indian Insti-

tute of Tropical Meteorology, said particulates
from the dust storm, which swept across Iraq,

Kuwait, and Saudi Arabia between the last week
of October and November 4, entered the upper
atmospheric layer of Delhi and the larger re-
gion.
Punjab, which has remained the food bowl

of the country for all these years, has always
been singled out as the whipping boy for any-
thing happening in the NCR, although Haryana
and UP are closer to the Capital. 
A visit to the fields of Punjab makes it clear

that stubble burning has gone down in the the
state because of the steps taken by the state gov-
ernment. 
Yes stubble burning has gone down 40 per

cent in the state, confirmed  Punjab Pollution
Control Board Chairman  K. S. Pannu and said
it was wrong on the part of Delhi to put the
blame on Punjab for its poor air quality.

Punjab not to blame for NCR smog

December - 2017
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he Punjab Government
signed  50 MoUs, with

a total investment of Rs 1200 crore,
for the upcoming plastic clusters in
the state. These are expected to cre-

ate 6,000 job opportunities thus
giving a boost to the state’s indus-
trial development agenda.
The Chief Minister Capt

Amarinder Singh, in whose pres-

ence the MoUs were signed, said
his government had already taken
various initiatives to promote in-
dustry, including elimination of
truck cartels and electricity at Rs

T BUREAU REPORT

· 50 MoUs for Rs 1200 cr signed· Big boost to new industrial policy· Japan also keen on joint ventures

Plastic clusters to
create 6,000 jobs

December - 2017

Punjab signs MoU on plastic clusters
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5/unit. Besides the state is now
mulling 50 per cent reduction in
fixed charges of power for the
 industry.
The people’s Chief Minister

made it clear that the Rs 5/unit in-
dustrial power tariff had been made
effective from November 1, 2017,
as announced by his government,
and there had been no change in the
date for the implementation of the
revised tariff.
The MoUs, signed by

the Department of Indus-
tries and Commerce, en-
visage the creation of
about 6000 jobs. Of
these, 1000 employment
opportunities will be cre-
ated by Supreme Poly-
tubes Ltd, with which the
state government has
signed an MoU worth Rs
600 crore. Other major
deals include a Rs. 40
crore MoU with Synergy
Poly Additives Pvt. Ltd
(150 jobs), Rs. 35 crore
each with Tulsi Dye chem
(P) Ltd (250 jobs) and
RIAN Chemicals Pvt Ltd
(250 jobs), Rs 25 crore each with
Star Polyfab (400 jobs) and J.K
PolyFibres (250). A Rs 10 crore
MoU with Om Plastics will lead to
the creation of 500 jobs.
The Chief Minister also re-

leased a document titled "Invest-
ment Opportunities in the Plastic
Sector", outlining the government’s
plans to promote investment in the
plastic sector and the fiscal incen-
tives for the MSME Plastic Pro-
cessing Units.
He was all praise for HMEL’s

World Class Cracker & Petrochem-
ical Complex at Bathinda, which
would open up vast opportunities in

the Plastic Processing, Plastic Ma-
chinery, Additives and related in-
dustries in the state. The HMEL,
which has already invested Rs
32000 crore in the state, is planning
a further investment of Rs 23000
crore, which will facilitate Punjab’s
industrial development, said the
Chief Minister, adding that the in-
crease in availability of plastic raw
materials (i.e PE and PP) shall offer
immense opportunities for expo-

nential growth of the plastic pro-
cessing  industry.
Also on the cards are Plastic In-

dustry Clusters in Sangrur, Patiala,
Bathinda and Ludhiana, for which
the state’s new Industrial Policy is
extending various incentives to
help it compete in the market.
The Chief Minister assured the

Plastic Industry of full support get-
ting all the clearances at the district
level by setting up Single Window
System at the district level under
the Deputy Commissioner.  He fur-
ther said his government will seek
the Centre’s assistance under Plas-
tics Parks Development Scheme for

developing infrastructure for the In-
dustry.
Pointing out that plastics find

application in most of the industrial
sectors, the Chief Minister said the
demand for plastics could be taken
as an indication of industrial
growth and development of the
economy. He described plastics as
a sustainable industry, required for
various consumer goods, packag-
ing, infrastructure and other usage.

Punjab, he said, had
immense potential to
boost the use of plastic in
various products while
aligning to national and
global standards. Though
traditionally present in
South India, the plastic in-
dustry was now witness-
ing major growth in the
northern region too.
Prominent among oth-

ers who attended the
function included Former
Minister of State for Ex-
ternal Affairs Preneet
Kaur, MLA Sangrur Vijay
Inder Singla, Media Advi-
sor to CM Raveen

Thukral, Chief Principal Secretary
to CM Suresh Kumar, Principal
Secretary to CM Tejveer Singh,
CEO Invest Punjab-cum-Secretary
Industries and Commerce R K
Verma.
Last month at a meeting with

Chief Minister Amarinder Singh,
the Japanese Ambassador Kenji Hi-
ramatsu evinced keen interest in
setting up joint ventures in several
areas, including Renewable En-
ergy, Solarisation of Agricultural
Pumps, setting up of Industrial
Parks and Skill Development.
Congratulating the Chief Minis-

ter for the initiatives taken by his

December - 2017

The conditions in the state were ex-
tremely favourable for industrial devel-
opment and cooperation with Japan in
key areas, such as Renewable Energy,
in which he the Chief Minister pro-
posed a pilot project for the conversion
of Rice Husk (Bio mass) into Ethanol
(Energy fuel). NEDO would provide fi-
nancial grant to the Japanese company
for the 100-ton capacity project, paving
the way for large scale replication to
convert biomass to energy.
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government to boost industrial
growth in the state, the Japanese
ambassador said there was huge
potential for cooperation and col-
laboration in various segments. He
evinced keen interest in the pro-
posals mooted by the Punjab dele-
gation and said he would discuss
these with his government for early
action and implementation.
The Chief Minister told the Am-

bassador that Punjab provided an
ideal platform for Japan for ex-
panding and aug-
menting its
industrial pres-
ence. He said Pun-
jab had deep
footprint and ages
of connect with
Japanese compa-
nies such as
ISUZU (Automo-
biles), Sigma
Freudenberg NOK
(Oil Seal), Kansai
Nerolac (Industrial
Paint), Yanmar
Sonalika (Tractors

& Agricultural Implement), Toppan
(Printing). 
The conditions in the state were

extremely favourable for industrial
development and cooperation with
Japan in key areas, such as Renew-
able Energy, in which he the Chief
Minister proposed a pilot project
for the conversion of Rice Husk
(Bio mass) into Ethanol (Energy
fuel). NEDO would provide finan-
cial grant to the Japanese company
for the 100-ton capacity project,

paving the way for large scale repli-
cation to convert biomass to  energy.
He also proposed setting up of a

Japanese Industrial Township and
cooperation in Small and medium
Enterprise, preferably in manufac-
turing sector. He offered various
strategic sites, including Rajpura
(Patiala) for Electronic Park with a
Japanese anchor unit, Mattewara
(Ludhiana) for Automobile Park
with Japanese anchor unit, Sundra
(Dera Bassi) for Pharma Park with

Japanese anchor
unit and Amritsar
for Food Processing
Park with Japanese
anchor unit.
Industrial coop-

eration between
Punjab and Japan
was in the interest
of both, said the
A m b a s s a d o r ,
pointing out that
the time was ripe
for his country to
strengthen its pres-
ence in the state. 

Injection moulding machine for plastic products

Plastic Products from Injection Moulding

December - 2017
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n a major boost to its
 industrial development and

investment plans, the Punjab
 Government has signed a Rs. 5000
crore MoU with Mumbai based
Govind Rubber Limited.
The Memorandum of Understand-

ing was signed by the company’s
chairman Vinod Poddar and Punjab
Bureau of Investment Promotion CEO
and Secretary Industries & Commerce
Punjab R.K. Verma.
The MoU envisages the establish-

ment of a new tyres and tubes
 manufacturing plant, to be set up in
two phases over 250 acres. The first
phase will be completed by December
2018 at Rs 3000 crore. The Poddar

Group has a vast experience in the rub-
ber industry and is already running a
unit in Ludhiana for the past two
decades.
The project would yield

 employment opportunities for more
than 3500 people. The rubber venture is
an outcome of Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh’s Mumbai visits to
woo captains of industry and the gov-
ernment’s new industrial policy, with its
provisions aimed at creating an indus-
try-friendly environment in the state.
The new plant will cater to the

 demand for tyres and tubes across all
the sectors - from bicycles to
 automobiles, as well as heavy earth
moving machinery etc. The plant will

be set up with state-of-the-art
 technology and will have 300 robots to
manage the  manufacturing process in
a highly environment-friendly atmos-
phere with no air or water pollution,
the company’s chairman revealed. He
further disclosed that this will be the
first plant in India deploying such a
large number of robotic processes in
manufacturing.
Govind Rubber was keen to invest

in Punjab because of the various
 initiatives taken by the Captain
Amarinder government to provide a
seamless enabling environment for
 industrial growth, as well as incentives
such as freezing the industrial power
tariff at Rs 5/unit, said the  spokesperson. 

I BUREAU REPORT

Jobs for 3,500 on anvil

Rs 5000 cr MoU with 
Govind Rubber
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he Punjab Police has
solved most of the cases

of targeted killings, including the sen-
sational Gagneja case, with the arrest
of four persons.
Making this sensational disclosure,

Chief Minister Captain Amarinder

Singh saw a major conspiracy to fan
communal disturbances and destabi-
lize the state, hatched by the ISI in
Pakistan and other countries.
Though the state government had

handed over the case of the killing of
RSS state vice president Brigadier

Jagdish Gagneja to the CBI, the state
police had cracked this case too with
the busting of the latest terror module
- the 8th such module to be smashed
since his government took charge, said
Captain Amarinder.
Last month’s murder case of an-

T BUREAU REPORT

8 terror
modules busted
Conspiracy hatched on foreign soil, says CM

December - 2017

Chief Minister Capt Amarinder Singh and DGP Suresh Kumar at a press conference
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other RSS leader Ravinder Gosain has
also been solved with these arrests,
which have been linked to most of the
cases of targeted killings that have
taken place in Ludhiana, Khanna and
Jalandhar since January 2016.
The conspirators who have been ar-

rested include a gangster, Dharmendra
alias Guggni, lodged in Nabha jail, fur-
ther endorsing the suspicions of a
growing nexus between radicals and
gangsters.
Captain Amarinder said the inter-

rogation of the four conspirators
showed that they had met and been
trained in various places abroad and
had been using encrypted mobile soft-
ware/ apps for communication with
handlers based in Pakistan and some
western countries.
The ISI was always looking out to

disturb the country’s peace and to rad-
icalize the youth, said the Chief Minis-
ter in response to a question, asserting
that the state government would not
allow the peace and harmony of Pun-
jab to be disrupted.
The Chief Minister said it was evi-

dent from the investigations that the
targeted killings were aimed at fanning
communal disturbances to further ISI’s
anti-India game-plan since there were
strong indications of the active in-
volvement of Pakistani intelligence op-
eratives based in Pak and foreign soil.
Three of the suspects have been identi-
fied as Jimmy Singh (a Jammu resident
who recently returned to India from the
UK after spending many years there,
and was picked up a week ago from
Delhi’s IGI airport), Jagtar Singh Johal
alias Jaggi (a UK national who got
married just last month and was appre-
hended in Jalandhar), Dharmender @
Guggni (a gangster from Meharban in
Ludhiana who  was supplying weapons
to the killers).
The fourth culprit, who was the

main shooter in the various cases, was
caught this afternoon and details about
him could not be disclosed at this junc-
ture as his interrogation was still con-

tinuing, said the Chief Minister, adding
that the police had both forensic and
ballistic evidence against him.
The police were on top of the cases,

the Chief Minister, and added that he
had directed the DGP to work out a
system of awards and rewards for the
police team that had busted this mod-
ule and for future too.
While he could not completely rule

out such incidents in the future in view
of Punjab being a border state, with in-
ternational conspirators working
against it, the DGP assured the people
of the state that they were in safe hands
with the Punjab police.
The DGP said the assailants were

leaving behind their footprints with
every case. Similar weapons were used
in Durga Das and Brigadier Jagdish
Gagneja (Jalandhar) cases, as were
done in Amit Sharma case in Ludhi-
ana. Investigations also showed that
the same kind of weapons were used in
the February 2017 Khanna killings of
DSS follower Satpal Kumar and his
son, July 2017 Ludhiana killing of
Christian Pastor Sultan Masih and last
month’s Ludhiana murder of RSS
leader Ravinder Gosain.
In fact, the same kind of weapons

were also used in the Ludhiana RSS
Shakha case of January 2016 and Amit
Arora murder case of February 2016,
said the DGP, adding that the weapons
used by the criminals in all the eight
cases were standard 9mm, .32 and .30
bore pistols.
DGP Suresh Arora attributed the

success in busting the terrorist module
to the team effort of the intelligence
and counter-intelligence wings as well
as the district police of Batala and
Moga. The team consisted of IG Intel-
ligence Amit Prasad, DIG Counter-In-
telligence Ranbir Khatra, SSP Moga
Raj Jit Singh, SSP Batala Opinderjit
Ghuman, SP Rajinder Singh, SP Wazir
Singh, DSPs Sulakhan Singh and
Sarabjit Singh, Inspector CIA Moga
Kikar Singh and ASI Haripal.
DGP Suresh Arora revealed that

since March this year the police had
identified 16 foreign handlers affiliated
to various militant outfits to be in-
volved in terror  so far, and as many as
38 weapons, including those pushed
into India by Pakistan’s ISI, had been
seized.

A pat from the Governor
The Punjab Police received a pat on

the back from Punjab Governor
V.P.Singh Badnore for having solved
the sensational Brig. Jagdish Gagneja
murder case along with many others
with the arrest of four persons.    
Mr. Badnore said the purpose of

the inimical forces to destabilise the
unity and integrity of our country has
been defeated by the brave police
force. The police personnel have per-
formed their duty effectively with ut-
most sincerity and dedication thereby
restoring the confidence of the public.
He said that the teams of the offi-

cers involved in breaking these mur-
ders should be adequately rewarded
and a word of appreciation should be
included in their Annual Confidential
Reports (ACRs).

Break the nexus: CM
The Chief Minister has ordered

stern steps to break the nexus between
terrorists and gangsters, as well as be-
tween gangsters and jail staff, to pre-
vent use of prisons by gangsters to
carry out their nefarious operations. 
Taking serious note of reports of

some gangsters operating from prisons,
as evident from the recovery of mobile
phones and sim cards from jails, the
Chief Minister also ordered strict mon-
itoring of jails and directed the Home
Department to take immediate steps to
fill vacancies in the state prisons. There
is need to instill in these gangsters a
fear of the law to ensure that the state’s
peace and harmony is maintained at all
costs, he said. 

December - 2017



18 Punjab Advance 

Cover

rivate players may have to
call it a day with the Chief

Minister, Capt Amarinder Singh, di-
recting the Excise Department to ex-
plore the possibility of setting up a
wholesale liquor corporation for its
distribution. This is seen as a step to-
wards ending the monopolistic prac-
tices in the trade and earning revenue
for the state exchequer.
The decision was taken at the first

meeting of the Cabinet Sub-Commit-
tee on Finance, set up to regularly re-
view the cash-strapped state’s fiscal
situation. The sub-committee is headed
by the Chief Minister and has Brahm
Mohindra, Minister for Health and
Family Welfare, Research and Medical
Education, Parliamentary Affairs, and
Manpreet Badal, Minister for Finance,
as members.  
The sub-committee has been

tasked with finding ways of curtailing
expenditure and mobilizing resources.
The Excise Department has been

told to check on the feasibility of gov-
ernment intervention in the liquor
trade, which is currently completely
controlled by private players in the
state. He asked the Department to
work out the modalities for developing
a corporation for wholesale distribu-
tion of liquor.

P BUREAU REPORT

Wholesale liquor
Corpn on the cards
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Capt Amarinder Singh chairs a meeting of the Cabinet Sub-Committee on Finance
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The Department made a presenta-
tion to the sub-committee explaining
the existing value chain in the liquor
trade and also highlighting the model
followed by other states, including
Haryana, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Ra-
jasthan.
A move to shift to a multi-year

liquor policy from the prevailing one-
year policy was also discussed by the
sub-committee, which instructed the
Excise Department to submit a detailed
proposal.
The chief minister also sought a

proposal on restructuring of the Excise
and Taxation departments to ensure
more focused administration of com-
mercial taxes and excise with infusion
of greater technology and specializa-
tion.
The Chief Minister said it was im-

portant for various departments to
come out with innovative ways to gen-
erate revenue for the state, which has
inherited a debt burden of Rs 2,08,000
crore from the previous SAD-BJP gov-
ernment. The Excise Department has
been asked to take steps to signifi-
cantly raise its revenue generation tar-
gets over the next three years.
With a fiscal deficit of Rs 34,000

crore and revenue deficit of Rs 13,000
crore, the state government is battling
a major challenge as it strives to com-
bat the fiscal crisis.
Prominent amongst those present

in the meeting included Health Minis-
ter Brahm Mohindra, Finance Minister
Manpreet Singh Badal, Chief Minis-
ter’s Media Advisor Raveen Thukral,
Chairman of the Punjab Governance
Reforms and Ethics Commission K R
Lakhanpal, Advisor Financial Re-
sources V K Garg, Chief Secretary
Karan Avtar Singh, Additional Chief
Secretary Excise and Taxation M P
Singh, Principal Secretary Finance
Anirudh Tewari and Excise and Taxa-
tion Commissioner Vivek Partap
Singh.

With the exception of  Bihar, Gu-
jarat, Nagaland, Mizoram and Ma-
nipur, where liquor is officially
prohibited, alcohol revenue takes the
second, third or fourth place in terms
of contributions to a State’s coffers.
Take, Tamil Nadu, for instance; in

the last financial year, the Tamil Nadu
State Marketing Corporation (Tasmac),
the government-owned IMFL monop-
oly, alone paid a whopping Rs. 21,800
crore into the government kitty. In Ker-
ala, where 22 per cent of the total gov-
ernment revenue came from the bottle,
the total excise and commercial tax
revenue from alcohol (IMFL and
toddy) was close to Rs. 8,000 crore.
However, alcohol taxation statistics

are woefully inadequate and complex
as revenue from liquor goes to many
accounts in many departments, such as
Excise and Commercial Taxes. Sales
tax, Excise duty, import fee and edu-
cation cess are some of the various
forms of alcohol revenue.
Governments often project excise

revenue alone, but sales tax is much
more than Excise. In States such as
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Delhi, where
the wholesale and retail liquor business

is under government control, alcohol
revenue is relatively easy to reckon. In
Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, Chhattisgarh,
Rajasthan, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh,
Karnataka and Bihar, governments run
the wholesale business, leaving retail
to private players. Maharashtra’s liquor
business is in private hands.
“Liquor provides 20 per cent of the

share of the government’s own revenue
in most States,” says Jose Sebastian,
associate professor at Gulati Institute
of Finance and Taxation, Thiruvanan-
thapuram. “In Kerala, it is now 22-23
per cent, rising gradually from 15 per
cent over the past quarter century.”
In Karnataka, where the govern-

ment is in the wholesale business, Ex-
cise revenue is currently 20 per cent of
State revenue. West Bengal’s Excise
revenue in the last financial year was
Rs. 2,600 crore, up from the previous
year’s Rs. 2,100 crore. Viewed against
the State’s total revenue collection of
Rs. 32,000 crore in 2012-13, the Ex-
cise collection was only around 7 per
cent. However, the Excise figures alone
do not show the whole picture as indus-
try estimates that the sales tax on potable
alcohol last year was Rs. 1,400 crore. 
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t was a walk down memory
lane for most of the war

veterans and exsercivemen who con-
verged on the Museum and Art Gallery
in Chandigarh to be witness to a two-
day exhibition which vividly captured
and brought alive the evolution of the
Indian Army through the major opera-

tions in which it participated since
World War I.
“The exhibition, organised as part

of the build-up activities to India’s first
Military Literature Festival, will play
an important role in motivating youth
to join the defence services,” said Lt
General (retd) TS Shergill, Senior Ad-

visor to Chief Minister, Punjab.
“We have inherited a glorious

legacy of military valour and dedica-
tion to duty,” Lt.Gen. T.S. Shergill said,
adding that “this rich heritage is our
treasure and a constant source of in-
spiration for the youth.”
According to  rough estimates

I
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Rare pics of army valour, 
a walk down memory lane
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Lt-Gen T.S. Shergill watches the Army valour exhibits at the
Museum and Art Gallery in Chandigarh
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more than 1,000 people from all walks
of life visited the two day-exhibiton
A total of 200 exhibits, including

pictures, artefacts, medals, army am-
munition of Sikh era, personal belong-
ings of officers and captured flags of
Pakistan Army during 1971 opera-
tionswere on display. A highlight of the
exhibition was the bust of Flying Offi-
cer Nirmaljit Singh Sekhon, PVC
(Posthumously), while other rare ex-
hibits included
Japanese Swords of
World Wars and per-
sonal photographs
of Maj-Gen G
Nagra, who was
GOC 101 Area dur-
ing 1971 operations.
Also evoking a

deep sense of pride
were the section-
wise displays of var-
ious operations in
1947–48, 1962,
1965, 1971 and
1999, which in-
cluded rare pictures
of former Prime
Minister Lal Ba-
hadur Shastri visit-
ing troops and
former President Dr
S Radhakrishnan
with soldiers in Pat-
ton Nagar, a destroyed Pakistan Patton
tank and Gen J Choudhary congratu-
lating soldiers just before ceasefire.
Rare pictures of the moments captured
during the signing of the visitor book
by Lt Gen Niazi after the Pakistani sur-
render in the 1971 war and the cap-
tured flag of East Pakistan Army
further added to the nostalgia.
The flag has been preserved by the

family of Maj Gen Nagra. The Exhibi-
tion also showcased the history of bat-
tles fought by Sikhs before the British
Era in the Sikh Military Heritage Sec-
tion, while tracing the journey of bat-
tles fought during the British Era and

after independence. 
Expressing concern at the recent

trend of low participation of Punjabi
youth in the defence forces,  Lt.Gen.
Shergill said this event was a part of
the programmes being organised under
the MLF to encourage and motivate
youth to adopt the Uniform. He would
like to have 25% to 30% of Punjabi
youth donning the Army Uniform, he
said.

Shergill recalled the contribution of
Major General Rajinder Singh ‘Spar-
row’, whose picture is among the pho-
tographs on display, not just to the
Indian Army but to his own decision to
become a part of the glorious institu-
tion.
Shergill lauded the organizing team

of the Western Command of the Indian
Army for coming up with an amazing
collection at such a short notice.
The Exhibition encapsulated the

history of battles fought by Sikhs be-
fore the British Era in the Sikh Mili-
tary Heritage Section, while tracing the
journey of battles fought during the

British Era and after independence.
The Exhibition has been carefully de-
signed to showcase the various land-
marks achieved by the Indian soldiers
around the world in historical sequence
for the discerning visitors from various
walks of life. The Sikh Military Her-
itage has been depicted in the exhibi-
tion courtesy Punjab Digital Library.
A special wall has been dedicated

to the Saragarhi Battle Warriors, ex-
emplifying the
grit and determi-
nation of brave
Sikh warriors
who attained
martyrdom liv-
ing up to the
Army motto of
‘Last Man Last
Round.’ A hand-
ful of coura-
geous Sikh
soldiers defeated
more than
10,000 Afghan
Kabilais in this
war.
Feeling nos-

talgic about his
service days, Lt.
Gen. (Retd) J S
Dhillon, whose
son is a fifth-
generation Army

officer, lauded the exhibition as a great
attempt to make Punjab’s youth in-
formed about their glorious past.
Punjabis are known for their valour

and spirit of patriotism and they have
always been a major contributor to the
Indian Armed Forces, with Indian
Army having close to 40 percent Pun-
jabis during the erstwhile Greater Pun-
jab days. However, over the years, the
interest of youth in joining the defence
forces has waned and the exhibition,
and other events in the Festival, are
aimed at reviving the same, according
to Colonel Ahluwalia, who is part of
the organizing team. 
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Pictures and artefacts on display at the
Army valour exhibition in Chandigarh
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hief Minister Cap-
tain Amarinder

Singh has  ordered a
 detailed inquiry by the
 Patiala Divisional Com-
missioner into the Ludhi-
ana factory collapse and
announced compensation
for those killed in the
mishap. The inquiry will
encompass all aspects of
the incident and would as-
certain violations by the
owner of the factory in
storing chemicals and
going against the law. 
The Chief Minister an-

nounced compensation for
the families of those killed in the collapse, which was trig-
gered by a major fire followed by an explosion. The four
firemen and one sanitary inspector killed in the tragedy will
be given Rs 10 lakh ex-gratia, with the state government and
the Municipal Corporation contributing 50% each, along
with one job per family on compassionate grounds.  The five
civilians who lost their lives in the incident will be provided
Rs 2 lakh each as ex-gratia.
Captain Amarinder said his government was cognizant

of the pathetic state of the fire services in the state and had
already taken several steps to strengthen the same. A Di-

rectorate of Fire Services
was established earlier this
year and 69 fire brigades
were purchased and dis-
tributed to the municipal
corporations and munici-
pal councils. Another 27
fire brigades were in the
pipeline and would come
by December, he said. The
Chief Minister further an-
nounced that the new Fire
Safety Act was under for-
mulation and would be
ready by December. 
Meanwhile, an official

spokesperson has identi-
fied 10 of the 11 persons

reportedly killed in the tragedy as Sarmohan Gill (Sub Fire
Officer), Puran Singh (Leading Fireman), Rajan Singh
(Fireman), Vishal Kumar, Inderpal Singh Pal Taxi Wala,
Laxman Dravid (Chief Sanitary Inspector posted at
Pathankot), Sandeep Singh (factory worker), Baldev Raj
(factory worker), Amarjot, and Ghanaya.
The two injured men, identified as Rohit Kumar and

Sunil Kumar, are undergoing treatment at CMC Hospital
Ludhiana. The Chief Minister directed the Deputy Com-
missioner to ensure free treatment to those admitted in the
hospital.

he Chief Minister, Capt Amarinder Singh, has
ordered clearance of all pending paddy procure-

ment payment of the farmers within 48 hours, following en-
hancement of the Cash Credit Limit (CCL) by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI).
The Chief Minister has made it clear that no delay or

laxity in this regard would be tolerated, an official
spokesperson said.
The Chief Minister’s directive comes after the RBI is-

sued authorization of CCL enhancement to Rs. 33,800.22
crore for the procurement of paddy up to the end of No-
vember 2017, for the current Kharif Marketing season.
A communiqué received by the State Principal Secre-

tary Finance said the RBI “accedes to the request of state
government for enhancement of CCL with validity period
up to November 30, 2017 for the procurement of Paddy

under Kharif 2017-18, subject to the conditions that out-
standings would always be backed by fully-paid stocks val-
ued as per norms, and funds herein authorized would be
released by the State Bank of India after Punjab submits the
letter of consent under Article 293 (3) of the Constitution of
India, obtained from the Ministry of Finance, Government
of India.”
It may be recalled that in October the Central Govern-

ment had sanctioned CCL worth Rs. 28,262.84 crore for the
procurement of paddy in the ongoing Kharif marketing sea-
son, as a result of the persistent personal efforts of the Chief
Minister. Captain Amarinder had again pursued the matter
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union Finance Minis-
ter Arun Jaitley and Union Minister of Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution Ram Vilas Paswan, resulting
in the sanction of the November CCL, said the spokesperson.

T
CM clears all paddy procurement payments

Ex gratia for firemen killed in Ludhiana blaze

C

CM consoles a relative of a fire victim in Ludhiana
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utting the verification process on fast track, on
the directions of Capt. Amarinder Singh, the

State-Level Committee has cleared 92 cases pending since
2013-14 in the form of relief to the families of farmers and
farm labourers affected by suicides.          
Giving details Mrs.Vinni Mahajan, FCR-cum- chairper-

son State Level Committee, said the committee had been
holding monthly meetings to review the status of pendency
in different districts, besides sanctioning immediate relief
in the verified cases. Accordingly, sum of Rs. 260 lakh was
issued for 92 cases including 19 cases from Mansa, 3 cases
each from Fazilka and Fatehgarh Sahib, 6 cases from Bar-
nala, 49 cases from Sangrur, 9 cases from Ludhiana and 1
case each from Hoshiarpur, Bathinda and Rupnagar.     
It is pertinent to mention that the Chief Minister, after a

meeting with Farmers' Associations, had issued instructions
wide letter dated 24-10-17 that "the payment of financial
assistance to the affected families should be made regularly
not later than 25th of the month."        
She informed that the State Level Committee For Ren-

dering Financial Assistance to the Kin of Farmer & Farm
Labourers Affected By Suicides has decided, to direct all
the Deputy Commissioners to mention specifically the rea-
sons for pendency, if any, in every case scrutinized by the
District Level Committee so that the State Level Committee
could iron out  the hitches in the process.          
The FCR further informed that the complete verification

of a case involved multiple checks by various departments,
which was time consuming. But efforts were being made to
clear the pendency and provide relief at the earliest.

P
Farm suicide relief on fast track

n a crackdown on
fraudulent travel

agents, the Chief Minister
Captain Amarinder Singh
has ordered a blueprint to be
prepared for opening For-
eign Employment Bureaus
in areas from where the
maximum number of people
were found to be migrating
from Punjab to the UK.
The Bureaus would be

tasked with creating aware-
ness among the people
about the opportunities
available in various coun-
tries based on their educational qualifications. They would
also apprise the people of ways and means to upgrade their
skills to facilitate their legal migration into the UK.
The Chief Minister’s directive came during a meeting

with Andrew Ayre, British Deputy High Commissioner, and
Sharan Ghuman, National Community Engagement Lead –
India, Immigration Enforcement Department in the UK
Home Office. The delegation had called upon the Chief
Minister to discuss the problem of illegal immigrants from
Punjab in the UK.
Once the people are made aware about the consequences

of illegal immigration, they would get discouraged from tak-
ing the illegal route to the UK and other countries, said the
Chief Minister. ACS Home said the best way to stop illegal

migration was to help peo-
ple go abroad through legal
methods by providing legal
assistance.
Responding to concerns

expressed by the delegation
on the plight of such immi-
grants, especially women
abandoned by their hus-
bands or being exploited in
the UK, the Chief Minister
assured his government’s
full support to such women
to facilitate their return
home. Such women were
free to come back to Punjab.

Captain Amarinder Singh appreciated the efforts being
made by UK Friends of Unique Home, supported by the
British High Commission, to send such women and other
illegal immigrants, particularly homeless elderly people,
back to Punjab with full respect.
Sharan told the Chief Minister said that there were many

such people wanting to come back but did not return out of
fear. She sought the Chief Minister’s assistance in ensuring
their safe return, to which Captain Amarinder said his gov-
ernment was addressing the problem on priority. She added
that the sense of fear that had prevailed under the previous
regime, thus discouraging the return of illegal immigrants,
had dissipated with the installation of the Congress
 government in Punjab.

I
Foreign Employment Bureaus on cards

CM with British Deputy High Commissioner Andrew Iyre
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wo Indian American candi-
dates have overcome bigoted

propaganda to win local elections in New
Jersey -- one of them as the Mayor of
Hoboken. 
Ravi Bhalla was elected as the first

Sikh Mayor of the town that is a suburb of
New York City.
A lawyer, who was a member of the

city council, Bhalla was the target of an
anti-Sikh campaign pamphlet that said
"Don't let terrorism take over our town!"
next to a picture of the turbaned candi-
date.
Falguni Patel was elected to the Edi-

son Township School Board. She and a Chinese American
candidate, Jerry Shi, were targeted in mailings that said that

they should both be deported and that
"Chinese and Indians are taking over
our town".
Bhalla and Patel were born in the

United States.
The candidates received wide

support and their election rivals con-
demned bigoted pamphlets.
The pamphlets against Bhalla

were sent in the name of a rival can-
didate, who denied any involvement
in it and called for a criminal investi-
gation.
The postcards targeting Patel and

Shi were sent anonymously.
"We won't let hate win," Bhalla tweeted after the pam-

phlets were circulated.

T
Bhalla first Sikh mayor of Hoboken

Ravi Bhalla

nlike most new immi-
grants to Canada who

struggle hard for many years be-
fore finding their feet, Chandi-
garh’s Kanwar Dhanjal has
established himself not only as a
successful businessman but also
as a leader in the Indo-Canadian
community within a few years.
He is the first Sikh to be

elected president of the Indo-
Canada Chamber of Commerce.
As the newly elected president
of the chamber, he says his mis-
sion is to boost Canada’s trade
with India and deepen ties with home state Punjab.
“The Indo-Canada Chamber of Commerce is a 40-year-

old body and I was elected its 29th president in September,’’
says Dhanjal who came to Canada from Chandigarh in 2007
and went on to set his own company, Just Instruments Inc,
which provides precise process control and lab instruments
to companies and government institutions.
He says India is not only a big source of immigration

but also money flow into Canada.
“India now pumps about $4 billion annually into the

Canadian economy. There are about 100,000 Indian students
in Canada. With each student spending up to $40,000, you
can calculate the huge amounts that are being pumped by

Indians into Canada’s econ-
omy.’’ But the student outflow
from Punjab because of lack of
job opportunities worries him
about the future of his home
state. “This brain drain is my
biggest worry for the economic
future of Punjab.’’ A diploma
holder in instrumentation engi-
neering from Chandigarh, Dhan-
jal says, “We are in the
instrumentation and automation
services sector. We provide pre-
cision control and calibration
services. These are the services

where even a fraction of inaccuracy can be disastrous.’’ “At
$8 billion annually, the India-Canada trade is nothing com-
pared to the potential. We are working hard to take it to $20
billion in the coming five years,’’ says Dhanjal who will lead
a trade delegation to various Indian cities in January.
India has invested much more in Canada than vice-versa.

“Over 4,000 Indian companies have offices in Canada, gen-
erating 40,000-50,000 jobs. There are much fewer Canadian
companies in India, but it will change as India opens FDI in
various sectors and the two countries sign the pending
agreements - the Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA)
and the Foreign Investment Promotion and Protection
Agreement (FIPA),’’ says Dhanjal.

U
Dhanjal is first Sikh ICCC chief

Kanwar Dhanjal
with Ontario Premier Kathleeen Wynne
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any young Pun-
jabis living in

Canada are just happy to be
there. They barely remember
the years of struggle that their
ancestors had to go through.
Artist Angela Aujla is high-

lighting the Punjabi immi-
grants’ struggle through her
art. Born in British Columbia
and brought up in greater Van-
couver, where Sikhs have a
strong presence, Aujla moved
to Toronto to pursue a PhD in
Sociology, and is now a pro-
fessor at Georgian College in
Barrie, Ontario, as well as an
artist. Her father’s family had
its base in Patiala and Ludhiana, while her maternal great-
grandfather was among the first Sikhs in Canada in 1906.
She explains that, as with many children, she enjoyed

drawing but stopped when she was in the university and then
returned to art two years ago. On her inspiration for her im-
migration-fuelled art, especially at a time when immigra-
tion is a touchy issue, she says, "The focus is on Sikh and
more generally Indian images and stories from history. This
is my way of reanimating images of our people, who have
faced racism from the dominant culture, both within India
and throughout the diaspora. Their contribution too has all
often been left on the margins of history. I seek to empha-
size the resilience and dignity of our people, particularly the

women, who traditionally
have had the difficult task of
being the keepers and trans-
mitters of culture, language
and tradition, something
particularly challenging in
patriarchal, diasporic con-
texts.”
She quotes Punjabi poet

Amrita Pritam who had said,
“many stories are not writ-
ten on paper, but are written
on the bodies and minds of
women." This, she explains
is why she uses so much text
in her artwork, and how it
reflects “the stories of joy,
strife and adversity that our

mothers, grandmothers and great-grandmothers have em-
bodied".
Aujla's recent exhibit 'Canadian Stories' looked at these

issues more deeply, and sought to highlight the multicultur-
alism found within Canada. "In particular, I featured images
of individuals from various cultural groups who have been
underrepresented in discourse on Canadian history and iden-
tity. The series raises questions about who qualifies as 'real
Canadians' versus who we see and treat as perpetual for-
eigners. The recognition of the longstanding presence and
contribution of various cultural groups to the building of
Canadian culture and the Canadian nation state is crucial to
a truly equitable and inclusive society".

M
Angela Aujla’s immigration-fuelled art

ikhs can wear small kir-
pans on flights under new

Transport Canada rules. The decision
of the Canadian authorities to change
the earlier rule has been disclosed by
the World Sikh Organization of
Canada ( WSO).
According to the latest announce-
ment, Transport Canada has amended
the prohibited items list so that “very
small knife blades (6 cm or less—about the size of a large
paper clip) will not be prohibited on domestic or interna-
tional flights.”

WSO , in a release has wel-
comed the decision by Transport
Canada allowing blades of up to 6
cm in length on domestic and inter-
national flights in Canada. The state-
ment said that  as of November 27,
2017, kirpans with blades of up to
6cm will be permitted on Canadian
flights.

Earlier this year, the WSO had
reached out to Transport Canada encouraging the adoption
of the international standard so that Sikhs wearing the kir-
pan could be accommodated.

S
Canada allows 6 cm kirpans on flights

Angela Aujla
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armanpreet Singh and
Diljit Kaur, two drag-flick-

ers from Amritsar, called the shots as
India completed a hockey double win-
ning the men’s and women’s Asia Cup
titles. The goal-sc0ring machines had
a tally of seven and eight goals, re-
spectively.
The winning pace was set by the

men’s team who defeated Malaysia 2-
1 in the final at Dhaka (Bangladesh) to
lift the Asia Cup after a hiatus of 10
years with six Punjab players calling
the shots. The girls were quick to em-

ulate them, defeating China in a
penalty shoot-out to clinch the Asia
Cup in Japan after a gap of 13 years.
Before defeating Malaysia in the

final,  India went into their Super 4 game
against Pakistan knowing that prevent-
ing their opponents from scoring would
be enough for them to cement a place in
the Asia Cup final. In the first quarter,
India gave the game to them on a platter.
In the space of three penalty corners,
Pakistan hit the post twice. And twice,
they had open play, sticks poised to
strike home and both times, Akash

Chikte came out and saved.
Pakistan, apart from playing for a

victory and overall pride against India,
did everything right but score. India, on
the other hand, did everything wrong in
the first two quarters — they miss-
passed as if it was in fashion, gave turn-
overs in the midfield, refused to rotate
the ball flank to flank, and to be ex-
tremely critical, it seemed like India had
left their team cohesion in the dressing
room before coming onto the ground.
Things came around in the third

quarter for India. Twenty-four-year-old

H

Sports

India complete Asia Cup double
Amritsar drag-flickers corner glory

Punjab players
call the shots

Donald Banerjee

Ramandeep celebrates after scoring in the final against Malaysia
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Satbir Singh from Gurdaspur scored
the opening goal in the 39th minute,
and Pakistan wilted after that as
India suddenly found their pace,
rhythm and speed to hammer in an-
other three goals to win 4-0 and take
their appointed place in the Asia Cup
final. It was also India’s sixth straight
victory over Pakistan.
India still took almost half of the

third quarter to come together. The
first goal arrived off a break in the
midfield, from a turn-over that went
India’s way. Satbir, to his delight,
saw space on the right flank and
darted in. Once inside the striking
circle, he hit the ball straight to the
Pakistan goalkeeper Ali Amjad. Gur-
jant Singh, who was also next to the
goalkeeper, fell and for a moment it
looked as if the ball went off his
stick. But Satbir’s shot hit a de-
fender's stick and then bounced over
and went past Amjad and Gurjant.
The deadlock had been broken.
But then came Amritsar’s Har-

manpreet Singh’s long flick from the
defence. It found Sumit Kumar just
outside the Pakistan striking circle.
Atiq tried to pick the ball but Sumit’s
pace on the ball was remarkable. Atiq
had no option but to push him from
the back. The Belgian umpire
Michielsen Sebastien pointed for
India’s eighth penalty corner and also
showed the yellow card to Atiq. Pak-
istan were reduced to 10 men for five
minutes. Twentyone-year-old Har-
manpreet fired in his seventh goal of
the tournament, his flick beating Pak-
istan goalkeeper Amjad for the first
time in the match to make the score
2-0. Lalit added another goal soon
after to give India a 3-0 lead.
In the 57th minute Tarn Taran’s

Akashdeep sped into the far corner
of the striking circle and then shot
back to the top of the circle. Twen-
tytwo-year-old Gurjant Singh from
Amritsar trapped the ball and sent in
a flyer past Amjad. At 4-0, the story
was over for Pakistan in the 2017
Asia Cup.

Sports

The rise of Harmanpreet Singh as one of the best players in the current Indian
hockey team is a perfect example of what proper grooming and timely introduc-
tion into the top-flight can do to a young player.
An established goal-scoring machine at the junior level, the Amritsar lad put

up a drag-flicking tutorial at the Sultan Azlan Shah Cup 2017— slamming the ball
into New Zealand net twice in India's comprehensive 3-0 win.
Since learning nuances of the game at Jalandhar's Surjit Hockey Academy,

Harmanpreet has earned the ground he is starting to rule now.
With scoring goals always on his mind, he wanted to be a forward. But his

height, strong built and burly shoulders made him more suited as a defender.
Eventually, he added drag-flicks to his repertoire.
If former India coach Roelant Oltmans' prediction is to be believed, Harman-

preet is in the fast lane to becoming the best in the world.
"In two years' time, Harmanpreet may become the best drag-flicker in the

world. But he needs to be at his best in the next couple of tournaments, and the
only way to test him is let him take more balls," Oltmans said.
Harmanpreet Singh was just 10 years old when he snuck his way atop his fa-

ther’s tractor. The son of a farmer in Jandiala Guru township, a village in the out-
skirts of Amritsar, was fascinated by the giant wheels of the massive farm vehicle.
Much to young Harmanpreet’s surprise, his father did not object to his wish to
drive the machine. “He used to tell me to drive straight and turn on his command.
I did exactly as he told,” recalls Harmanpreet.
While he wasn’t lacking in enthusiasm, Harmanpreet faced an unexpected

battle with the rusty gear stick. It took a toll on the shoulders and arms, but
steadily he developed enough strength to out-muscle the errant stick shift. Eight
years later, the vital cog of India junior team’s triumphant performance at the Sul-
tan of Johor Cup attributes the power he generates for the drag-flicks to his jos-
tle with the gear stick.
While the strength generated from his fight with the tractor gear had laid the

foundation for the physically demanding set-piece, he fine-tuned the art with stints
at the Surjeet Academy in Jalandhar. Harmanpreet moved to the famed institution
in 2011 as an aspiring forward. “But the coach saw me play and said I was bet-
ter defender. So he made me switch,” he recalls.

Harman 
shaping into world’s best drag-flicker
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W ith the India hockey team lifting the Asia Cup
after a gap of 10 years, captain Manpreet Singh

is a happy man. The team beat Malaysia in the final and
the victory was sweet because they had lost to them ear-
lier this year at the Sultan Azlan Shah Cup and Hockey
World League semi-final. With former coach Roelant Olt-
mans getting sacked before the tournament and new coach
Sjored Marijne taking over, the team was under intense
scrutiny ahead of the tournament.
Manpreet minces no words in underlining the signifi-

cance of this victory for Indian hockey. The Jalandhar boy
says, "We needed this win. We didn't have a great per-
formance in the World Hockey League Semifinals. But
after that, we told ourselves that this is in the past and we
have to give our best in the next tournament and that was
our goal in Asia Cup. In the camp, we were clear that we
have to win this tournament at all costs. Asia Cup is very
important in the run-up to the World Cup next year. So,
we are very happy to have achieved what we aimed for.
The Asia Cup victory is all the more sweeter for the

team as they beat Malaysia in the final, the team that has
beaten them twice in two big tournaments earlier this year.
When asked if this settled the score for India, Manpreet
says, "Our only aim in the tournament was to give our
best, regardless of the opposition. As professionals, we
want to win every game against every opposition. Yes, the

final was a do-or-die situation because you don't get an-
other shot at that. And so to beat them was quite sweet.
The biggest change that has come in the team is the

belief that they can win against anyone. Manpreet ex-
plains, "Whenever we take the field, we go with the mind-
set of winning the game. Ab har match jeetna hai, yahi
aim hai." There was little time for celebrations in Dhaka
after the win, as the skipper says the team already has its
sights set on the next big tournament, one that will be
played on home soil. "Our next target is the World Hockey
League Finals (to be played in Bhubhaneshwar in De-
cember). We will give our best there too, regardless of
who the opposition is," says Manpreet.
Even though the hockey team had a memorable win, and

the cricket team lost, social media was still dominated by
the latter. It was Virat Kohli's 200 th ODI and #Virat200 was
among the top trends nationally. However, this doesn't rattle
Manpreet, who is happy with any support the team gets on
social media. He says, "We do get a lot of support from peo-
ple on Twitter. Sachin Tendulkar also tweeted about us the
other day. That always feels special. Of course, it feels good
when people from back home support us. When names like
VVS Laxman, Virender Sehwag, and Amitabh Bachchan
support you and wish you well, it does act as a great moti-
vator." Manpreet himself will play his 200th game for India
when he next takes the field (the Asia Cup final was his
199th ).

Manpreet aims
for World Cup
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As a young girl, Gurjit Kaur would travel 13
km to get to school. There was a government

school in her village, Miadi Kalan in Amritsar dis-
trict, but her parents decided to educate their two
daughters in a private school in  Ajnala.
Every morning, Gurjit’s father Satnam Singh took

his daughters on  bicycle to school. “He would wait for
us till the school got over,” Gurjit’s elder sister Pradeep
Kaur says.
But that was never going to be a practicable sit-

uation, so Satnam and Harjinder Kaur, after sugges-
tions from relatives, decided to send their daughters
to hostel, over 70 km away in Kairon in Tarn Taran
district. “Despite his small income from farming, our
father decided to send us to Kairon for a better education,” added Pradeep.
That’s where the girls discovered sports. Kairon being one of Punjab’s oldest and most famous girls’ hockey nurs-

eries, the sisters took up the sport. What started as a pastime turned into an opportunity. “As we excelled in hockey, we
got into the government wing. The free education and diet came as a big help for our parents,” added Pradeep.

urjit Kaur, the drag-flicker
from Amritsar, top-scored
for India with eight goals,

seven of them from penalty corners
and one from a penalty stroke, as India
defeated China in a penalty shoot-out
to win the Asia Cup in Japan. This is
our first Asia Cup triumph in 13 years
and we now qualify for the World Cup
in 2018. 
"We are all extremely happy that

we won the Asia Cup and have earned
the qualification for next year's World
Cup on merit," skipper Rani Rampal
said after the win. "We worked a lot on
creating PCs and Gurjit worked hard on
converting PCs during our camps. We
were also well-prepared for a shootout
situation as we were anticipating the
knockouts to end in shootout. All the
preparation helped us today.
The triumph of the women's team

comes on the heels of the Asia Cup
victory of the men's side last month.
India had to wait long for their second
Women's Asia Cup title with the last

one coming in 2004, when they had
beaten Japan in New Delhi for the
 trophy.
This will be India's seventh appear-

ance at the Women's Hockey World
Cup. They took the fourth place in the
World Cup held in Mandelieu, France
in 1974, losing to West Germany in the
bronze medal match. Since then they
have finished seventh, ninth, 11th
twice and 12th. Their performance at
the Women's Asia Cup  gives new
Head Coach Harendra Singh high
hopes of a strong performance in Lon-
don next year.
The Hockey Women's World Cup

2018 will be held at the Lee Valley
Hockey and Tennis Centre at the
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park in
 London, England from July 21 to
 August 5. The total number of goals
scored in 24 matches of the Asia Cup,
with India and China combining for
55.  Amritsar’s  Gurjit Kaur top-scored
for India with eight goals, seven of
them from penalty-corners and one

from a penalty-stroke. Gurjit was not
the top-scorer in the tournament over-
all, though, with China's Zhong Jiaqi
scoring 11 and Park Seunga of South
Korea registering 10 goals.
India scored 28 goals in six

matches at the Asia Cup, with their
goal average of close to five exceeded
only by the Koreans, who finished with
33 goals. India also finished the tour-
nament with the second-best defence,
conceding only five goals through their
six matches, with only third-placed
South Korea leaking fewer (four).
This was the first tournament under

new coach Harendra Singh for the In-
dian women's team. They were previ-
ously coached by Dutchman Sjoerd
Marijne, who has since taken over with
the men's side. For Harendra, this was
as good a first tournament in charge as
it could be, and is a second title for him
as coach of an Indian team -- he
coached the men's junior team to the
World Cup win in Lucknow in
 December 2016. 

Eves lift Asia Cup after 13yrs
G

The rise of Gurjit Kaur
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arlier there was a thin line demarcating business or
professional activities from leisure ones, which has

now completely vanished, making people opt for careers in
fields that are highly recreational, leisurely or just involves
lazing around or even working with basic sense or-
gans. For instance, can you imagine eating, sleeping
or tasting beverages like tea could ever fetch you
money !
Today the job market has come up with such di-

versity in career options that are the most uncon-
ventional and still relatively new like the field of tea
management, especially for people living in Asia,
from where the tea drinking habit originated and
spread far across the world.
Tea leaves serve the taste buds as much as they

serve India’s economy and its export revenue, where
several people get jobs in the tea plantation industry.
There are people working at all different levels

in the tea industry whether it is related with the pro-
duction, finance, sales and marketing, processing or
tea tasting. There are courses in several institutes
providing for courses in all these different aspects of
the tea industry. However, these courses would not
need you to be having a master’s or Ph.D., a simple
graduate or a student who has passed class 12th can
work as a tea sommelier after pursuing these
courses and earn a handsome pay package! After the
completion of this course, you surely would be able
to tell one tea leaf from the other!
All being said and done, graduates of botany,

agricultural science, food science, horticulture and
related subjects would stand a better chance in un-
derstanding the procedures behind tea production
and processing of tea leaves much better. If, how-
ever, you want to work in the marketing field of tea
industry, a course in marketing and management
would be advantageous. The industry offers for a
job in tea brokering, auctioning, branding, market-
ing, processing, consulting, research, plantation
management, et al.
The Department of Tea Husbandry and Tech-

nology in Assam Agricultural University, Indian In-
stitute of Plantation Management, The Tea Research

Association (TRA), Calcutta, Dipras Institute of Profes-

sional Studies, Darjeeling Tea Research and Management

Association, NITM, Assam Darjeeling Tea Research Centre,

Dipras Institute of Professional Studies, UPASI Tea Re-

E

Tea industry beckons
BUREAU REPORT

December - 2017



33Punjab Advance 

Career n Competition

search Institute, The Tea Tasters Academy, Birla Institute of
Futuristic Studies and Department of Tea Management, Uni-
versity of North Bengal are some colleges that offer both
degree and diploma courses in tea management. Out of
these, Indian Institute of Plantation Management, Banga-
lore is also known to offer two certificate courses in Tea
Tasting and Marketing. For the professional certificate pro-
gramme in tea tasting and marketing, the course duration is
only for 45 days, while for a certificate course on Tea Estate
Management is only for a month.
Dipras Institute also offers a certificate course in Tea

Management with course duration for a year; however, its
Tea Tasting course would be complete within 2 months. The
Post Graduate Diploma Course (PGDT) in NITM lasts for
9 months while at the Birla Institute, the Tea Tasting course
is only for duration of 3 months. The University of North
Bengal also offers a post-graduate diploma in Tea Manage-

ment (PGDTM) for tenure of a year.
NITM has various modules for the PGDT course that in-

cludes Tea Culture and Agronomy, Tea Processing, Tea
Management and General work in Tea Plantations covering
surveys of land and nature and project works.
Most of these colleges offer courses in tea management

for a short term, where processing, finance, marketing and
tea tasting are all a part of the curriculum. Tea tasting, though
needs you to be an avid tea lover, a quality which should be
inherent or inculcated and not taught or that can be learnt
over a period of time. However, during the training, one
learns to spot the missing ingredient in a certain type of tea,
and grade its quality by an understanding of the colour,
brightness, the density and the texture or strength of the bev-
erage. A tea prepared in Assam will be easily distinguishable
for you from the one made in Kerala, after this course. A cup
of tea that has more of water and less of tea leaves and a cup

where all ingredients are in the right proportion to
one another are something you will easily be able to
make out by just sniffing the tea and inhaling its
aroma, examining how even is the texture to calcu-
late and figure out the innate, minute differences
and the strength of the cup of tea.
After the course, you will be equipped with

managing tea plantations, estates, agricultural re-
quirements, finances, the storage and marketing
needs as well as the labour management processes.
But to pursue the course, you will first need to take
a general aptitude test that will be a check on your
skills, market knowledge about the leading bever-
age industries globally and your awareness on the
prerequisites for tea production like the type of
area, soil and equipment required.
The tea industry in India is a market that is

flourishing and has a promising future and many
organizations in the country employ individuals of-
fering them attractive incentives like The Tea Board
of India, Tea Plantations and Associations or
broking houses where you can be employed as re-
search personnel and tea consultants.
If you are interested in the finance aspect of the

industry, working as the Financial Head, Consult-
ant, Estate manager or in the marketing department
can be a viable option and you can be paid gener-
ously as well with trainees earning INR 7000-
10,000 and senior professionals around INR 25,000
a month. However, if you specialise in a certain as-
pect of the industry, you may even go on to earn a
whopping 50,000 rupees a month and may even get
the chance to work in a five-star hotel.
So what are you waiting for? Pick up the cup

of tea and start examining its taste, colour and
aroma!
Who knows it might just lead Tea Tasting As A

Career. 
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Girish Karnad honoured
Actor-playwright Girish Karnad was

on November 19, 2017 conferred with
Tata Literature Live! Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award 2017 for his outstanding

contribution in the field of theatre. Fa-
mously known for writing plays like
'Tughalak', Karnad has had his works
translated into various Indian lan-
guages.On the other hand, Tata Trusts'
Big Little Book Award' for Author in

Bengali Children's Literature was pre-
sented to Nabaneeta Dev Sen.While,
Book of the year in non-fiction category
went to 'Age of Anger: A History of the
Present' by Pankaj Mishra, whereas in
the fiction category, Easterine Kire's 'Son
of the Thundercloud' bagged the award.

India, Pak for more meetings
India and Pakistan have agreed on

“constant endeavor” to maintain peace
on borders, “utmost caution and care” in
dealing with civilians as well as resum-
ing commandant-level talks to resolve
local issues during the bi-annual talks
between chiefs of their border guarding
forces.The three-day 44th Director Gen-
eral-level meeting of the Border Security
Force (BSF) and the Pakistan Rangers
saw both sides agreeing on more fre-
quent meeting between field command-
ers. The border guarding forces have
decided to initiate dialogue at the local
level, a practice suspended one and a half

years ago. Both forces have agreed to the
proposal and the meetings would be held
at regular intervals. It was also decided
that the next round of talks will be held
in Pakistan.

178 items out of 28% slab
In a major revamp of the GST tax

structure, the GST Council removed 178
items from the highest 28 per cent cate-
gory while cutting the tax on all restau-
rants outside starred-hotels to 5 per cent
but withdrawing input credit facility for
them. Only 50 products, including lux-
ury and sin items, white goods, cement
and paints, automobile, aeroplane and
yacht parts have been retained in the top
28 per cent slab. With the latest deci-
sions, GST has been cut on a host of con-
sumer items such as chocolates, chewing
gum, shampoo, deodorant, shoe polish,
detergents, nutrition drinks, marble and
cosmetics.

Current      
NATIONAL

Pre-primary classes
Punjab has become the first state in

the country to begin pre-primary classes
in all the 12,500 government primary

schools for children in the 3-to-6 age-
group. Calling it a novel initiative herald-
ing a new dawn, Education Minister
Aruna Chaudhary said the pre-primary
classes would be of three hours and
everything would be free of cost. Elabo-
rating she said the students would be

classified in three groups Nursery (3-4
years), LKG (4-5 years) and UKG (5-6
years)

Smart ration card scheme
The Punjab Cabinet has  cleared re-

placement of the blue cards under the Atta
Dal scheme with new smart cards, while
giving the go-ahead to engaging three
Government of India PSUs for the com-
puterization of the state’s Targeted Public
Distribution System (TPDS). The Cabinet
decided to engage Bharat Electronics
Limited (BEL), Broadcasting Engineer-
ing Consultants Indian Ltd. (BECIL) and
Electronics Corporation of India Limited
(ECIL) for implementing the work of
computerization of TPDS in the state after
successful pilot project following a proper
price discovery mechanism.The Govern-
ment of India made the benefits available
under the TPDS a legal right by imple-

menting the National Food Security Act-
2013. The New Atta Dal scheme being
run by the State government was brought
under the ambit of the above Act. As per
the orders of the State government, the
New Atta Dal Scheme has been renamed
as Smart Ration Card Scheme.

Change in land law
to boost diversificaton

Giving a boost to the government’s
crop diversification efforts, the Punjab
Cabinet has decided to bring guava, ba-
nana and vineyards farmers at par with
orchard farmers in the matter of the
 maximum land size they are permitted to
own or hold. The Cabinet okayed an
amendment to Section 3(8) of the Pun-
jab Land Reforms Act, 1972 to allow
these three fruits also to be covered
under the set of exemptions provided to
orchard cultivators.

PUNJAB

Career n Competition
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Manushi is Miss World
India's Manushi Chhillar has won the

Miss World beauty pageant for the year
2017. The win comes 17 years after
Priyanka Chopra brought home the

 coveted title
in the year
2 0 0 0 .
Manushi, a
20-year-old
f r o m
H a r y a n a ,
studied in
St. Thomas
School in

New Delhi and Bhagat Phool Singh
Government Medical College for
Women in Sonepat. She aims to be a car-
diac surgeon and has plans of opening
non-profit hospitals in rural areas.
Manushi is a trained classical dancer and
has a passion for outdoor sports like
scuba diving, snorkelling and bungee

jumping.
Moody’s  raises India’s rating
US credit rating agency Moody's

raised India's sovereign rating to Baa2
from its lowest investment grade of Baa,
while changing the outlook for the coun-
try's rating to stable from positive.Since
2004, Moody raised the sovereign rating
for the first time ignoring a haze of short-
term economic uncertainties to bet on the
nation’s prospects from a raft of policy
changes by the government.The revision
of sovereign rating of India came after a
gap of 14 years. The rating agency si-
multaneously upgraded India's local and
foreign currency issuer rating to Baa2
from Baa3.

Facebook Creator App
Facebook has announced new tools

for video creators to join its platform in
an attempt to take on Google-owned
YouTube. The new tool will be called
Facebook Creator App.It will help the

community create original video, go live
with exclusive features and connect with
their community on the Facebook.The
app initially has been started globally on
the iOS platform and will roll out for An-
droid users in the coming months. Video
creators can also access Facebook Sto-
ries to engage with their fans.

Painting sold for $ 450 m
A painting of Christ by Italian Ren-

aissance painter Leonardo da Vinci was
sold for a record USD 450 million at an
auction on November 15, 2017, breaking
all the previous records of artworks sold
or auctioned. It was sold by Christie’s
auction house.The painting is known by
the name 'Salvator Mundi', an Italian
phrase for 'Savior of the World'. This 26-
inch-tall painting dates from around
1500 and shows Christ dressed in Ren-
aissance-style robes, his right hand is
raised in blessing and his left hand holds
a crystal sphere. 

Indian women win Asia Cup hockey 
Indian women's hockey team on

 November 5, 2017 beat China 5-4 to win

the Asia Cup 2017 title. The crucial final
was held in Kakamigahara city in
 southern Gifu Prefecture, Japan.With
this victory, Team India has secured a
berth for itself at the 2018 Hockey World
Cup. This is the second time that India
has claimed the top spot in the history of
the tournament. The first time was 13

years ago in the year 2004. 
Virat Kohli completes 9000 ODI runs
Virat Kohli became the sixth Indian

and fastest to complete 9000 ODI runs
during India’s third and final one-day
 international against New Zealand in
Kanpur.India beat New Zealand by six
runs to take the series 2-1. While Rohit
Sharma was named Man of the Match
for his astounding knock of 147, winning
Captain Virat Kohli was named Man of
the Series.Kohli and Sharma together
added 230 runs for the second wicket
thus, becoming the first pair to achieve
double century partnerships on four oc-
casions.
Saina Nehwal, Prannoy triumph
H S Prannoy beat World No 2 and

title favourite Kidambi Srikanth in the
men’s singles final at the 82nd Senior
National Championship, which was held

in Nagpur, Maharashtra on 8 November
2017.The second-seeded Prannoy, who
achieved his career-best ranking of

World No 11 last week, got the better off
top seeded Srikanth 21-15, 16-21, 21-7
in a 49-minute clash. Saina Nehwal beat
top seeded World No 2 PV Sindhu in
straight sets of 21-17, 27-25 to win the
National championship. Saina entered
the women's singles final of the tourna-
ment after defeating fifth seeded Anura
Prabhudesai 21-11 21 -10.

      Events
INTERNATIONAL

SPORTS

Career n Competition

December - 2017



36 Punjab Advance 

BUREAU REPORT

The fluency and magic of

Rafi
A tribute to the singing legend on his 93rd birth anniversary

Luminaries

Mohd Rafi was born to a barber’s family as Pheeko on December 24, 1924,

at Kotla Sultan Singh village, near Amritsar. Rafi rose to dizzy heights, even  finding

 mention in the Guinness Book of World Records for recording more than 26,000

songs. The charisma of the singing legend lives on, even 37 years after his death.

We carry a tribute to the legendary singer on his 93rd birth anniversary that falls

on October 24, 2017.
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afi Bhaiya was not
only India’s great-

est playback singer, but also a wonder-
ful person. I am yet to come across
another artist so modest, dignified and
unassuming. The blessings of Goddess
Saraswati were with him and this was
the reason for his iconic success. 
“Every morning he practiced his

Riyaz like a devoted singer and re-
hearsed before recording each song”
These words coming from India’s

melody queen Lata Mangeshkar are a
true tribute to Mohd Rafi, the golden
voice of Bollywood, whose 94th birth
anniversary falls on December 24,
2017.
Bollywood’s living legend

Amitabh Bachchan writes in his blog:
“Where Lataji had the persistence and
strength of that indestructible ingredi-
ent ‘honey’, where Kishore Kumar lent
pathos and vibrancy to his voice, there
was and still remains the fluency and
magic of a Rafi Saheb.”
While raising his voice to the high-

est octave for ‘ODuniya Ke Rakhwali”
in Baiju Bawra, Rafi was so involved
that he was not even aware that his
vocal chord was disturbed and blood
oozed out. Naushad Saab had order his
musicians and the sound recordist to
stop the recording immediately.
Another song from the same film

that not only popularized Rafi globally,
but also established him as an 'Interna-
tional Star' was 'Man tadpat haridar-
shan ko aaj...'  which was based on
classical Raag Malkauns.
Rafi gave Indian cinema 40 golden

years of haunting melodies. Rafi
trained under Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali
Khan, Ustad Abdul Wahid Khan, Pan-
dit Jiwanlal Matto and Firoze
Nizami.Rafi has a wide range of songs
to his credit, from classical to patriotic,
mellow love songs to highly peppy
numbers, qawwalis, ghazals and bha-

jans. 
In 1944, he made his playback

singing debut in Lahore with Zeenat
Begum in Soniye Nee, Heeriye Nee. 
A year later, he debuted in Hindi

films with the film Gaon Ki Gori. 
Rafi Sahab’s first brush with live

singing happened when he and his
brother Hamid went to watch a stage
performance by singer-actor K.L Sai-
gal. As luck would have it, power went
off at the venue and Saigalji refused to
sing without a sound system. Hamid
then approached the worried organis-
ers with a proposal -- give his 13-year-
old brother a chance.
Not only did little Rafi entertain the

audience, he also attracted the attention
of music composer Shyam Sunder,
who was present in the crowd. The
rest, as they say is history. Though Rafi
and Hamid soon shifted to Mumbai --
from village Kotla Sultan Singh in
Amritsar -- the road to becoming Bol-
lywood’s most sought after playback
singer wasn’t a smooth one.
Initially, Rafi did not limit himself

to singing and also appeared in a cou-
ple of films -- Laila Majnu (1945) and
Jugnu (1947) in which he rendered his
first hit track Yahaan Badla Wafa Ka.
His blockbuster track Suhani Raat
Dhal Chuki (Dulari, 1949) further so-
lidified his position in the industry.
By the time he won his first Film-

fare award in 1960 -- for singing
Chaudhvin Ka Chand in the epony-
mous film --- Rafi Sahab had become a
name to reckon with.  Whether it was a
heart-rending Oh Duniya Ke Rakhwale
from Baiju Bawra (1952) or the ultra
flamboyant Baar Baar Dekho from
China Town (1962), Rafi had a unique
capacity to mould his vocals according
to the actor and mood of the every
song.
Over the years, Rafi Sahab suc-

cessfully collaborated with top music

composers like Naushad, Madan
Mohan, Laxmikant Pyarelal, Shankar
Jaikishan and many others. Veteran
music composer Sachin Dev Burman
once even called him ‘Badshahon Ka
Badshah’.
But as they say, all good things

come to an end, and Rafi Sahab’s ca-
reer also slowed down with the emer-
gence of Kishore Kumar. With time,
many yesteryear composers like S.D.
Burman and Naushad started fading
away, and entered R.D. Burman, who
preferred Kishore Kumar. It is said that
Rafi lost his confidence after he lost
Aradhana (1969).
Insiders say Rafi Sahab regained

his confidence only after Naushadji re-
portedly told him, “Never forget that
you are Mohammed Rafi, a performer
whose seasoning far exceeds that of
any male singer in the industry. Always
remember that the singer you identify
as your rival has no classical back-
ground. So, how can he possibly be
your competition? Go back to the
recording room and sing like you al-
ways did.”
Naushadji’s words worked like

magic, and Rafi Sahab made a remark-
able comeback with Kya Hua Tera
Wada (Hum Kisise Kum Naheen,
1977). The song also fetched him a Na-
tional Award.
Udit Narayan still gets goosebumps

when he recalls his recording with the
legendary singer for Unees Bees
(1980). Composer Rajesh Roshan told
Udit he’ll have to sing a duet, but did-
n’t reveal the name of his co-singer.
Udit says, “I spotted Rafi Sahab’s car
at the studio, but thought he must have
come for some other recording.
Though I wanted to meet him, I was
afraid to approach him. In fact, I
climbed the stairs when I saw him
waiting for the lift. To my utter horror,
he entered our recording room and

R
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within a few minutes, we were sharing
the mic. I couldn’t utter a single word,
let alone sing. In a bid to make me com-
fortable, Rafi Sahab placed his hand on
my shoulder, but I told Rakeshji I won’t
be able to sing unless he removed his
hand. My words brought tears to Rafi
Sahab’s eyes and he asked me to forget
everything else and just sing my heart
out. I followed his advice and after the
recording he blessed me saying, ‘Tum
bahut kamiyaab banoge par apna sar
humesha niche rakhna’.
Apart from his singing prowess, Rafi

Sahab was also known for his humility.
While many of his contemporaries were
particular about money, he sang free of
cost for many composers and producers.
Anandji of the Kalyanji-Anandji duo,
says, “He was a gem of a person; money
could not buy him. Many producers
would go to him and say his voice could
change their fortunes and he would hap-
pily oblige them.”
Says lyricist Sameer, “I had met Rafi

sahab a couple of times during record-
ings because of my father (lyricist An-
jaan). I still have a regret -- he was
supposed to sing a song written by me
in Raj Babbar-Smita Patil-starrer Teesra
Kinara (1986). But he passed away
much before that.”
Though Rafi Sahab kept himself

away from controversies, he had a major
fallout with Lata Mangeshkar over the
issue of royalties. As a result, the two
did not sing with each other for 5 years.
Veteran actress Asha Parekh remembers
Rafi Sahab as someone very jovial. “I
met him at the recording of Phir Wohi
Dil Laya Hoon (1963) and he was ex-
tremely warm. I have always seen him
smiling; he kept himself away from neg-
ativity,” she says.
On July 31, 1980, after singing

‘Shaam Phir Kyun Udaas Hai Dost’ with
Laxmikant Pyarelal, in the film Aas
Paas, Rafi said: “Shouldn’t I be leaving
?”. He delayed his  departure till 6.30

Above: Mohammed Rafi with his wife
Below: Rafi in a mock punching fight with boxing champion
Muhammad Ali

p.m. and finally said: “OK, I am leaving.” That happened to be his final good-
bye to the singing world and a final farewell from the world around 10.50  pm.
His funeral took place on August 1, amidst torrential rains. Thousands had gath-
ered to bid adieu to their favourite singer.
Bharat Dave, the founder of Rafi Memorial Fan Club, still gets teary-eyed

while talking about that day. “There was an ocean of people, nobody bothered
about the rains. Sahab’s funeral procession started around 12.15 pm from Ban-
dra and when we reached Juhu, it was 7.30 pm. Everyone, including Amitabh
Bachchan, Vinod Khanna, Naushad Sahab and Sanjeev Kapoor, walked to the
cemetery,” recalls Dave. 
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eki Di Diwaar’, the brainchild of
Mrs Isha Kalia, Deputy Commis-

sioner, has proved to be a boon for the poor and
needy. And going by the figures, 4184 persons
have so far benefited from this noble cause, which
was started near Shastri Chowk in Fazilka on De-
cember 15, 2016, through the District Red Cross
Society.
Elaborating, Mrs Isha Kalia said the main pur-

pose of starting ‘Neki Di Diwaar’ was to provide
clothes to the poor and needy people. In her words:
“It is common to see people stashing their unused
clothes or other items in the store bin which they
either throw in the garbage or burn in the waste.”
She launched an initiative to motivate these peo-
ple to put their unused clothes or other items to
better use. 
Her motivation worked. The people started do-

nating their old clothes and other items at the Neki
Di Diwaar (Wall of noble cause). This particular
wall has now become a spot where the poor and
needy can collect their clothes and other items of
daily use which have been donated by the effluent. 
Overwhelmed by the initial success of the proj-

ect, the Deputy Commissioner has thanked the res-
idents and appealed to them to make it a bigger
success by contributing more for the welfare of the
needy people. At the same time, she has appealed
to the poor and needy to go to the "neki di diwaar"
and collect their items of use without hesitation
Red Cross Society Secretary Subhash Arora

said a woman  employee had been appointed for
the smooth functioning of the ‘wall of benevo-
lence’.
The Neki Di Diwaar is open six days in a week,

except Sundays, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
He said besides clothes the people can deposit

‘Neki Di Diwaar’
--a boon for the poor and needy

other items of daily use, like utensils, which would benefit those in
dire need of these items. 

The writer is an Assistant Public Relations Officer in Fazilka

N‘
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esearchers used next gen-
eration sequencing tech-

nique to develop an accurate profile
of fungal and other microbial com-
munities in fermented foods.
Credit: Wikimedia Commons.
Fermented foods from jalebi to

dosa are common across India. Sci-
entists are now focusing on them as
fermented foods are not just a part
of food culture but they also har-

bour microbial diversity.
A study of 'starters’ that are

used to prepare ethnic fermented
foods in Sikkim and Meghalaya
has revealed that they have rich mi-
crobial diversities. The novel study
was undertaken to find out the type
of bacteria and fungi present in two
traditionally prepared ‘starters’-
marcha and thiat-which are used to
ferment a variety of starchy sub-

stances to produce a sweet alco-
holic beverage popular in the two
north-eastern states.
The traditional practice of using

marcha and thiat starters in the
process of fermentation is an inte-
gral part of socio-cultural heritage
of Sikkim and Meghalaya respec-
tively. This technique also helps in
keeping alive important locally-
found bacteria and fungi which

R
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Fermented food rich in
microbial diversities
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could otherwise disappear over
time.Marcha and thiat are tradi-
tionally-prepared starters similar to
starter or jamun people use to pre-
pare curd. In curd, bacteria help in
changing milk sugar (a simple
sugar) into an acid (lactic acid). In
marcha and thiat, fungi convert
starch (a complex sugar) present in
rice into alcoholic beverages.
Researchers used next genera-

tion sequencing technique to de-
velop an accurate profile of fungal
and other microbial communities
present in marcha and thiat. It was
found that marcha had more num-
bers and variety of fungi than thiat.
However, the numbers and variety
of bacteria were more in thiat than
marcha. Proteobacteria is mainly
present in both the starters, fol-
lowed by Firmicutes and Acti-
nobacteria. The main fungus found
is Ascomycota. Yeasts are mainly
found in marcha whereas molds are
more in thiat. The results of study

have appeared in journal Scientific
Reports.
"Fermented beverages produced

by using starch and sugar-digesting
starters are generally mild-alco-
holic (4–5%), have a sweet taste
with several health benefits. They
are high source of calories and con-
tain some vitamins and minerals,"
he told India Science Wire."Ethnic
fermented beverages and alcoholic
drinks have the potential to grow in
beverage industry if proper scien-
tific and technical support is pro-
vided to indigenous practices of
home-based alcoholic fermenta-
tion. These practices also preserve
vast biological genetic resources,
which otherwise may disappear
over time," said Prof Jyoti Prakash
Tamang from School of Life Sci-
ences, Sikkim University, Gangtok,
who led the study.
Marcha is prepared from soaked

rice with some wild herbs, ginger
and red dry chilli, and a bit of pre-

viously prepared marcha powder
crushed in a wooden mortar by a
wooden pestle and mixed. The
dough cakes are fermented at room
temperature for 24 hours, sun dried
for 3 to 5 days and then used as
starters for production of cereal-
based fermented beverages. For
thiat preparation, soaked ‘sticky’ or
‘sweet’ rice is used along with
leaves and roots of a black car-
damom variety, a bit of old thiat,
mixed and made into dough by
adding water. It is fermented, sun-
dried and used as a starter to pre-
pare beverages.
The team of researchers in-

cluded Shankar Prasad Sha, Anu
Anupma, Pooja Pradhan from
School of Life Sciences, Sikkim
University; Kunal Jani, Dr. Avinash
Sharma and Dr. Yogesh Shouche
from the National Centre for Mi-
crobial Resource, National Centre
for Cell Science, Pune. (India Sci-
ence Wire) 

Foods that are pickled are those that have been pre-
served in an acidic medium.  In the case of various types
of supermarket pickles on the shelf, the pickling comes
from vinegar.  These vegetables, however, are not fer-
mented (even though vinegar itself is the product of fer-
mentation) and hence do not offer the probiotic and
enzymatic value of homemade fermented vegetables.
Vegetables that you ferment in your kitchen using a

starter, salt, and some filtered water create their own self
preserving, acidic liquid that is a by-product of the fer-
mentation process.  This lactic acid is incredibly benefi-
cial to digestion when consumed along with the
fermented vegetables or even when sipped alone as any-
one on the GAPS Intro Diet has discovered (cabbage
juice anyone?). In other words, homemade fermented

veggies are both fermented and pickled.
Home fermentation of vegetables preserves without

the use of any pressure or heat unlike supermarket ver-
sions of the same foods.   It  allows the ubiquitous and
beneficial lactobacilli present on the surface of all liv-
ing things – yes, even your own skin – to proliferate cre-
ating lactic acid which not only pickles and preserves
the vegetables, but also promotes the health of those that
consume it in the following ways:
• Enhances the vitamin content of the food.
• Preserves and sometimes enhances the enzyme con-
tent of the food.

• Improves nutrient bio-availability in the body.
• Improves the digestibility of the food and even
cooked foods that are consumed along with it!

Fermented or pickled
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ilent Night, Holy Night, all
is calm, all is bright…..” so

goes the popular Christmas carol as
Christians usher in the Yuletide spirit.
But this slow number does not go

hand in hand in Punjab. The average
Punjabi loves to turn on the volume
and have a Balle Balle Xmas celebra-
tion.
The limited English services in the

big churches in Chandigarh and a few

big cities in Punjab still have those tra-
ditional choirs belting out the ever-
green Xmas numbers.  But in the
Punjabi services in Chandigarh and in
the churches in Punjab the singers can
be seen dancing in ecstasy as they sing
to the loud steady beats of the dhol,
chimta, tabla and harmonium. 
Christmas is celebrated by over 5

lakh Christians across Punjab and
Chandigarh, but it was only after the

1980s that Punjabi carols gained
favour over Hindi. If not for Christmas
trees and midnight mass, the celebra-
tions could be confused with Lohri or
Baisakhi. 
Even the Christmas feast is a spe-

cial langar. "People get together in the
same spirit of Punjabi brotherhood, go
carol-singing and make Punjabi dishes
for the langar," says a church elder.
"Ours is an ancient religion, but we

S

Balle, Balle,
it is Xmas Punjabi style
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have incorporated several Punjabi
 traditions, including the use of our
 traditional instruments and Punjabi
singing," says a parish priest in
 Amritsar.
Yes , Punjab is going 'balle balle' to

the tunes of Punjabi carols, making
sure that Christmas in this state has the
elements of a big and energetic
bhangra party. As the 'ho-ho-ho' blends
with 'oye-hoyes', a portly and jolly
Santa (Singh) Claus breaks into a
bhangra jig.
The Punjabi style is very much in

evidence as a group of carol singers
make the rounds of houses in Batala.
The catchy tunes of the Punjabi carols
make the family and guests to break
into a joyous Bhangra. A group leader
says: “What better way to express hap-
piness than singing the carols in Pun-
jabi and doing the Bhangra.” These
scenes from Gurdaspur reflect the rus-
tic colour  that has made the Xmas cel-
ebrations a truly Punjabi festival.
In a Ludhiana Christian home, the

residents welome a choir from the
Holy Cross Catholic Church as they

croon 'Is ghar wich shanti hove...' (Let
there be peace inthis house). As the
team's Santa distributes sweets and
gifts, sisters Veena and Alodia keep to
the beats of the dhol while singing
'Param dham wich Parmeshwar di
wadhiyayi, dharti utte nek neeyat,
lokan wich shanti' (Glory to God in the
highest and peace to his people on
earth) or 'Khud Parmeshwar aya jee
teri nagri wich' (God himself has come
to your house).
Soon, the carols catch tempo and

the family and guests break into a joy-
ous bhangra. "We celebrate Christmas,
which is a festival of joy, according

to Punjabi culture. The devotional
songs are so vibrant that everyone en-
joys them," says a family member. The
group's main singer adds, "What better
way to express happiness than singing
the carols in Punjabi and doing
Bhangra. Some people even hire DJs
to add to the party jest."
A member of a popular choir says:

"We sing Punjabi carols like 'Ghar ghar
manglachar' (Goodwill in every
house), 'Paida hoya' (He is born),

'Bethlehem nu sada lakh-lakh salaam'
(A million salutes to Bethlehem)
etc."The group has compiled these car-
ols into a book and though most choir
members are not from Punjab, they
have adapted themselves to the land's
culture and musical sensibilities.
The trend of keeping away from

popular songs is also followed in 'Guru
ki nagri' Amritsar. "We encourage
singing Punjabi carols and using local
musical instruments. But popular
Hindi tunes is a strict no-no," says
deputy moderator of Church of North
India.
In a bid to introduce Sufi-style

carol singing, he recently toured the
villages of Amritsar and Tarn Taran,
advising musicians to go traditional.
Shops are decorated and children

pester their parents  to buy a Christmas
tree (made in China) which begin to
adorn the shops in all the cities and
towns almost four weeks before Christ-
mas which  falls on December 25. 

December - 2017
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If you feel heel pain
early in the morning while

getting out of bed or after a pro-
longed rest, the chances are that
you are suffering from ‘plantar
fasciitis’
Heel performs an extremely im-

portant role during walking. The

heel absorbs the shock as the foot
strikes the ground initiating the
next step when the heel begins to
lift off; the tension built in the plan-
tar fascia is approximately twice
the body weight. This tension
icreases in obese individuals and
also when there is lack of flexibility

in the calf muscles.
Structurally the heel contains a

strong bone-calcaneum. Below the
bone there are a large number of fat
linings which are responsible for
absorbing the shock. The heel is at-
tached to the foot by a strong liga-
ment  i.e. plantar fascia. In

C
Dr.Ravinder Chadha

Why live with

heel pain
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individuals inflicted with ‘plantar
fasciitis’ this fascia becomes in-
flamed causing pain.
In most cases pain disappears

for several weeks only to reappear
vis-à-vis post an aerobic workout.
Plantar fasciitis is a common oc-
currence among sports persons like
athletes, basketball/volleyball/ten-
nis players. Also commonly en-
countered in people spending a lot
of time standing or becoming sud-
denly overactive after a prolonged
rest. 
There is a myth that heel spur

that appears on x-ray is the main
cause of heel pain. Spur formation
is related to progression of age and
are deposits of calcium at the site
where plantar fascia is attached to
the heel. Mostly heel pain is due to
the stress on the plantar fascia,
which causes irritation, inflamma-
tion and leads to heel pain. There-
fore one should be cautious if
someone advises surgery of heel
spur.

Causes
* Obesity
* Prolonged standing

* Lack of flexibility of calf mus-
cles

* Wearing worn out shoes or shoes
with less cushion

* Individuals having flat feet/high
arch 

* Loss of fat pad under heel
* Sudden increase in training in-
tensity

Treatment
* Rest is crucial. It is advisable not
to walk through pain

* Use a silicon heel.
* Night splint.
* Steroid injection provides instant
relief.

*Ultrasound massage with stretch-
ing.

* Usage of sports shoes.

Exercise every morning prior to
ambulating and repeating four to
five times a day.
Self Stretch: While sitting, place

the foot on the opposite knee, put
all five toes into extension. Repeat
five times.
Deep friction massage on

roller/can/golf ball.
Toe curls: Place a wet towel on

the floor and then curl toes to pull
the towel towards the heel.
Towel stretch: Sit on a hard sur-

face with injured leg stretched out
in front. Loop the towel around the
ball of the foot and pull it towards
the body, keeping the knee straight.
Hold the position for a count of ten,
then relax. Repeat ten times.
Plantar fascia stretch: Stand

with the ball of the injured foot on
a stair. Lower down your heel until
you feel a stretch in the arch of
your foot. Hold this position for a
count of ten. Repeat three times.
Heel pain should not be ignored

otherwise it becomes a serious
problem and takes a long time to
heel. A combined therapy consist-
ing of medication, stretching, exer-
cises, change of shoes and
treatment can cure the heel pain. 

Dr Ravinder Chadha is a
 former physio-therapist of
the Indian cricket team

E-mail: chadhar587@gmail.com
(Tel—0172 2702929)
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Come December and the markets are flooded
with dazzling decorating items like Santa Claus,

Christmas tree, decorative hangings, artificial snow, tinkling
bells etc. Yes children, Christmas is round the corner and it
happens to be a Monday on December 25.
You will soon be seeing Santa Claus in the markets and

malls with a sackful of sweets and token gifts.
Although a festival of Christians, Christmas holds a spe-

cial significance to children who believe Santa Claus will
come and drop fancy gifts, mostly what they crave for all
the year long. Your school must also be preparing for a
Christmas tree bash signifying togetherness, love, faith and,
above all caring for fellow human  beings.
Who is this Santa Claus and how is he associated with

Christmas ? 
According to legend the original Santa Claus was Saint

Nicholas who lived in southwestern
Turkey in the fourth century. He was credited with doing

a number of miracles involving sailors and children. 
After his death he was given his own feast day on De-

cember 6. Later on this feast day was shifted to a holiday
which was Christmas Day. Then a tradition developed that
he would supposedly visit homes on Christmas Eve.
In Holland the saint was referred to as Sinter Klaas. In

the USA this name was corrupted to Sancte Claus.
All types of stories about Santa Claus visiting homes

with gifts are making the rounds. These stories are perfect
ploys used by parents to discipline their children.
The four Indian festivals that spread togetherness are Di-

wali, Gurpurb, Id and Christmas.
Everyone knows Santa. But what probably some people

don’t know is that it is possible to meet him in person all

the year round. Santa’s official office, situated on the mys-
terious Arctic Circle is open to each and everyone. 
Open each day of the year in the city of Royaniemi in

Finland, children and adults can visit
Santa’s office, enjoy a private chat with him and revel in

the enchanted atmosphere. Santa’s annual mission is to de-
liver happiness around the world with the help of his team
of furry reindeer friends. Santa may only visit your home
once a year, but he welcomes everybody to visit him during
the rest of the year.
Santa can be reached at the following address: Santa

Claus, Santa Claus’s Main Post Office, 96930 Napapiiri,
Finland.

All the best and keep smiling…
Uncle  Don

A
Hi kids, 

Children’s world
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t was dark and
the snow was

falling fast. In the cold
and the darkness, a poor
little girl, with bare head
and naked feet, roamed
through the streets. In an
old apron she carried a
number of matches, and
had a bundle of them in
her hands. No one had
bought anything of her
the whole day, nor had
anyone given her even a
penny. Shivering with
cold and hunger, she
crept along; poor little
child, she looked the
picture of misery. The
snowflakes fell on her
long, fair hair, which
hung in curls on her shoulders, but she
regarded them not.
Lights were shining from every

window. In a corner, between two
houses, one of which projected beyond
the other, she sank down and huddled
herself together. She had drawn her lit-
tle feet under her, but she could not
keep off the cold; and she dared not go
home, for she had sold no matches, and
could not take home even a penny of
money. Her father would certainly beat
her; besides, it was almost as cold at
home as here, for they had only the
roof  to cover them, through which the
wind howled, although the largest
holes had been stopped up with straw
and rags.
Her little hands were almost frozen

with the cold. Ah! perhaps a burning
match might be some good, if she
could draw it from the bundle and
strike it against the wall, just to warm
her fingers. She drew one out—
“scratch!” how it sputtered as it burnt!
It gave a warm, bright light, like a lit-
tle candle, as she held her hand over it.
It was really a wonderful light.

She rubbed another match on the
wall. It burst into a flame, and where
its light fell upon the wall it became as
transparent as a veil, and she could see
into the room. The table was covered
with a snowy white table-cloth, on
which stood a splendid dinner service,
and a steaming roast goose, stuffed
with apples and dried plums. And what
was still more wonderful, the goose
jumped down from the dish and wad-
dled across the floor, with a knife and
fork in its breast, to the little girl. Then
the match went out, and there re-
mained nothing but the thick, damp,
cold wall before her. 
She lighted another match, and

then she found herself sitting under a
beautiful Christmas-tree. Thousands of
tapers were burning upon the green
branches, and colored pictures, like
those she had seen in the show-win-
dows, looked down upon it all. The lit-
tle one stretched out her hand towards
them, and the match went out. The
Christmas lights rose higher and
higher, till they looked to her like the
stars in the sky. Then she saw a star

fall, leaving behind it a
bright streak of fire.
“Someone is dying,”
thought the little girl, for
her old grandmother, the
only one who had ever
loved her, and who was
now dead, had told her
that when a star falls, a
soul was going up to
God.
She again rubbed a

match on the wall, and
the light shone round
her; in the brightness
stood her old grand-
mother, clear and shin-
ing, yet mild and loving
in her appearance.
“Grandmother,” cried
the little one, “O take

me with you; I know you will go away
when the match burns out.” And she
made haste to light the whole bundle
of matches, for she wished to keep her
grandmother there. And the matches
glowed with a light that was brighter
than the noon-day, and her grand-
mother had never appeared so large or
so beautiful. She took the little girl in
her arms, and they both flew upwards
in brightness and joy far above the
earth, where there was neither cold nor
hunger nor pain, for they were with
God.
In the dawn of morning there lay

the poor little one, with pale cheeks
and smiling mouth, leaning against the
wall; she had been frozen to death on
the last evening of the year; and the
New-year's sun rose and shone upon a
little corpse! The child still sat, in the
stiffness of death, holding the matches
in her hand, one bundle of which was
burnt. “She tried to warm herself,” said
some. No one imagined what beautiful
things she had seen, nor into what
glory she had entered with her grand-
mother, on New-year's day. 

I
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Your stars this month
Dr. Prem Kumar Sharma
email: psharma@premastrologer.com

Aries: This is the right time to pick up
long pending projects. Arrival of
guests is likely to brighten the domes-
tic atmosphere.  The love life of mar-
ried couple will cruise along smoothly.
You are likely to impress someone by
your actions at work. Avoid careless
attitude as far as studies are concerned.

Leo: You may choose to invest in a
scheme you have been contemplating
for long. You will be able to complete
some important tasks before time.
Praise is forthcoming in something
you have responsibly discharged at
work. Someone may be more than ac-
commodating on the social front. A
surprise party or a celebration is on the
cards.

Sagittarius: You will be able to moti-
vate a family youngster to give in his
or her best in a competition. You may
require expert guidance to manage
your finances. This is a good month to
pick up from where you left on the
professional front. Family life is likely
to give you immense fulfilment.

Taurus: Someone is waiting for your
cue to proceed forward on the roman-
tic front, so be quick about it. Mone-
tary front will be satisfactory. Students
and Professionals can expect a satisfac-
tory month. Listening to good advice
from someone close is likely to favour
you in the time ahead. Some of you
will need to learn to live your life
fully.

Virgo: Those worrying over repaying
a loan can rest easy, as money comes
your way. There are better ways to do
something at work, so choose the right
way to save time and energy. You will
need to get into the groove of things
on the professional front. You will be
able to stabilise yourself and manage
things well on the domestic front.

Capricorn: You will feel on the top of
the world as far as health is concerned.
Money comes your way and will beef
up your financial condition. Some-
thing you had been fervently hoping
for on the professional front is likely
to happen this month. You will keep a
low profile, when asked for volunteer-
ing for something tedious.

Gemini: You are likely to get credit to
help someone out on the academic
front. Some of you may plan to buy a
house or a car soon. Let romance take
priority this month. So plan an excit-
ing overseas journey and enjoy your
heart out. Impressing the interviewer
will be important for job-seekers.
Money comes from unexpected
sources to strengthen your bank bal-
ance.

Libra: Be sensitive to the emotions of
spouse or lover. You are likely to in-
vest in a scheme that will be good in
future. A direct approach will prove
more effective in getting a choice post-
ing. The time is ripe for you to get
something done officially this month.
You are likely to come back to your
old ways to make best of the current
opportunities.

Aquarius: Some of you may win ap-
preciation for your contribution in a
social cause. Nearness to the one you
love will keep the flames of passion
alive.  Your friendly nature and open-
heartedness are likely to win you
many friends. Excellent showing on
the academic front is likely to keep
you in an upbeat mood.

Cancer: You will be able to pursue
your quest for knowledge. Reading
and research will bring you pleasure
and satisfaction. A policy change at
work can benefit you. You can only
save your relationship by changing
your mind-set and becoming more
supportive. This is a good time for
business persons to implement prod-
uct promotion strategies.

Scorpio: You are likely to impress
someone of the opposite gender and
pave way for a budding romance. Re-
paying a loan will not pose any prob-
lems.  This is an excellent month to go
on a vacation with family and friends.
You will be able to achieve something
that others have given up on. Seeing
new places, meeting new people is in
store for some.

Pisces: You are likely to climb the lad-
der of success both on personal and
professional fronts. Your intuition or
sixth sense is likely to save you from a
bad deal on the business front. Your
creative talents are likely to be recog-
nised at work.  You will need to be
more discerning, where relationships
are concerned.

Forecast
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s the cricket buffs were all geared up for
Virat Kohli’s exploits against Australia and

New Zealand, my mind took a tour down memory lane
when Kapil Dev was creating history at Lord’s. Yes, it
was June 25, 1983, when Kapil’s devils tamed the
mighty West Indians led by Clive Llyod in the World
Cup final.
We, a motely crowd of 10 sports journalists along

with our spouses had gathered at the Chandigarh Press
Club to watch the World Cup final which was being
beemed by Doordarshan. Two of the top sports scribes
who were part of the historic day viewing group are
no longer with us. They were  Samuel Banerjee and
Sushil Bali.
Since the Press Club was yet to be inaugurated,

Sushil Bali came armed with a TV set and a transistor.
The transistor was a backup for the errant Doordar-
shan and its faulty signals.
The late Desh Prem Azad,  who coached Kapil Dev,

cosied up to Samuel Banerjee as we all occupied our
seats on that hot summer evening. It was a bad start
for India as our team was bowled out for just 183 runs.
Most of the faces in the dimly lit room appeared glum.
Sam and DP tried to inject hope into the gathering. The
Caribbeans suffered jolts with Gordon Greenidge and
Desmond Haynes  being sent back to the pavilion.
The great Vivian Richards took the crease and hit

two boundaries. As the ball travelled to the boundary,
Doordarshan blinked, losing its signal from London.
With Vivian Richards in full flow, four of us wandered
out of the hall to get some fresh air. The atmosphere in-
side was hot and tense.
Sushil Bali and Samuel Banerjee were glued to the

transistor, listening to the BBC broadcast. And then
one of the glorious uncertainties of the game hap-
pened. Sam’s voice boomed across the hall: “DP open
the bottle, we will win.” We came rushing back and
were just in time to listen to the commentary about Vi-
vian Richards being caught by Kapil Dev at mid-
wicket. Skipper Clive Llyod followed soon after. The
errant Doordarshan regained its signal.
“We have still to win,” said DP Azad.
“Nothing doing, we are going to win, let us say

cheers to the victorious path,” we shouted in unison.
Thereafter the wickets fell like a pack of cards and

the West Indians folded up for just 140 runs.
It was a grand and historic evening—India winning

the World Cup for the first time. What a pity not one
Indian , in India, watched live the moment that turned
the match—Kapil Dev’s catch to get rid of Vivian
Richards.
It was much later that we saw clips of that great

catch: Buoyed by three boundaries in succession,
Richards tried to hit a good length delivery from
Madan Lal through the on side. The ball caught the top
of the bat, but still soared high and much beyond mid-
wicket. Kapil Dev sprinted back 20 yards with his eyes
on the ball, smiling as he ran. The smile bespoke of an
extraordinary self-confidence. Because the swirling
skier, for which you have to run behind your back, is
one of the most difficult catches in cricket, not the least
when you are watched by 30,000 pair of anxious eyes
and the event happens to be the final of the World Cup.
But the superb athlete that he is, Kapil Dev knew as
soon as the shot was executed that he would hold the
catch. 

A
Donald Banerjee

What a catch !
Recalling Kapil’s historic moment
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he Government of Punjab has made forays into the world of social media in
an endeavour to facelift to facilitate a vibrant two-way communication between the State
Government and the people of Punjab.

Join our online community on Facebook, Twitter, Wordpress and YouTube for regular
real-time updates on latest events, news, policies, schemes and initiatives for a factual
account on ‘Everything Punjab’.

Connect with #PunjabGovtIndia and like/comment/share on the official pages at:

You can also e-mail us at pbgovt.socialmedia@gmail.com
for any queries and/or  suggestions.

For a detailed account on State Development Initiatives/Schemes,
you can also  download the monthly e-magazines for

Punjab Advance (English), Vikas Jagriti (Punjabi), Vikas Jagriti (Hindi)
at

www.diprpunjab.gov.in and www.punjababvanceonline.com

your insights are valuable to us. You can revert with your comments on the magazines at
feedbackpunmedia@gmail.com

we look forward to hearing from you.

T

Facebook.com/PunjabGovtIndia

Twitter.com/PunjabGovtIndia

Punjabgovtindia.wordpress.com

Youtube.com/c/PunjabGovtIndia

People’s participation for effective governance

The Government of Punjab
is now on

Social media

December - 2017



RNI No. CHAENG/2013/53324

MBU Chd.A Monthly Magazine 

December, time for
chrysanthemums


